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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9TH MAY 2011 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

Chairman for the meeting and Chairman of Forsbrook Parish Council Councillor Mrs. Gill Burton introduced the clerk of Forsbrook Parish Council, welcomed members of the public (7), Press Officer and introduced Councillor Mrs. Pat Shufflebotham, Vice Chairman of Forsbrook Parish Council, Councillor Miss Susan Farr, Councillor Mrs. Norah Stanier, Councillor Peter Jones, Councillor Tony Mould and Councillor Alan Wilson and also welcomed the newly elected Parish Councillors – Councillor Frank Hopley who has also been elected as a District Councillor and Councillor Christine Hopley and Councillor Jeanette Morris. 

1. 
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor John Burgess and Councillor Barry Yates. 

2.
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 12TH MAY 2010

The above minutes were accepted as a true and correct record. 

3.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT.


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave the following annual report. 


“I am pleased to report that Forsbrook Parish Council has not imposed any increase in the Parish precept for year 2011/2012.   Recreation, burial and memorial fees have also not been increased with the exception of burial fees for people living outside the parish but which meet the criteria.  Burial fees for Forsbrook Parish Cemetery continue to be one of the lowest in the country.    Income and Expenditure Accounts for year 2010/2011 are available to you this evening and if you have any queries regarding these accounts please speak with the clerk. 

Last year 2010 Blythe Bridge Railway Station scooped the top award for Small Station of the Year in East Midlands Trains’ best Stations Awards.   The awards, held for the first time looked to recognise the best of the company’s 89 stations under the categories of Best Small, Medium, Large and most improved stations.   The judges said they were overwhelmed by the support that the local community have given to Blythe Bridge station to deliver improvements since being adopted by Forsbrook Parish Council.    Improvements are ongoing and the station has again been entered for further awards in 2011. 

To mark the very special occasion of the Royal Wedding of Prince William to Catherine Middleton on 29th April 2011 Forsbrook Parish Council hosted a best-dressed business window competition.   Faye Lambert of North Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership judged the competition and awarded the first prize of £50.00 to Shapers Hairdressers, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge and second prize of £25.00 to The Hair Studio, Chapel Street, Forsbrook.  Six businesses in total entered the competition, three in Forsbrook and three in Blythe Bridge and Faye was extremely impressed with all of them and found judging the winners extremely difficult.    

Forsbrook Parish Council are hoping to embark on a large project, if suitable funding can be identified, to purchase and landscape the scrubland to the rear of the village hall, to provide more play equipment including a small bmx track on Blythe Bridge recreation ground and to extend the changing rooms to incorporate a meeting room and Parish Council office.   We will keep you updated on this exciting venture. 
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Staffordshire Moorlands District Council has recently awarded Forsbrook Parish Council, from their Environmental Enhancement Scheme, £1175 - 50% of the total cost of the closing up of a former cemetery entrance with a matching stonewall.   The work has now been completed to an extremely high standard.  

Forsbrook Parish Council, after consulting all residents in the Parish has formulated a Parish Plan and Design Statement, a draft of which was delivered to all households in September 2010 and this was formally adopted in January 2011.  The Police, Staffordshire County Council and Staffordshire Moorlands District Council have all endorsed the plan.

A recent Community Pride Day arranged by Forsbrook Parish Council and Staffordshire Moorlands District Council was very successful.   Bus shelters, litterbins, signs, telephone kiosks and planters were all given a wash down and any graffiti removed.    The District Council Waste and Street Team joined the Community Payback Team, Residents and Parish Council Members to carry out a litter pick.   A total of 20 people were involved in this action day – seven Parish Councillors, four from the Community Payback Team, two residents and seven Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Staff.   Members of Forsbrook Parish Council were pleased to receive praise from the District Council that the village is a credit to the dedicated Parish Council members, as minimal amounts of litter and graffiti were found. 

There continues to be concern over traffic issues both in Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook and Staffordshire County Council is presently drawing up plans for improvements to the Uttoxeter Road/Stallington Road/Cheadle Road crossroads.   They have ruled out traffic signals and a mini roundabout at this location.   Under the Safer Routes to School Scheme, the County Council propose installing a pedestrian crossing near to Travis Perkins on Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge and near to The Furlongs, Cheadle Road, Forsbrook. 

The Parish Council will continue to lobby Staffordshire County Council for a pedestrian crossing in the centre of Forsbrook.   

Staffordshire County Council has just informed us that it is their intention to resurface Cheadle Road in 2012.   In the meantime work will continue to repair potholes.

Finally, a reminder that Parish Council meetings are held the third Monday of every month commencing at 7.30pm at Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall.   At the beginning of the meeting there is an Open Forum session where residents can raise any issues of concern.   The Parish Council website also includes agendas and minutes of Council meetings as well as financial information, burial records, watchdog scams and a host of other interesting features.

On a personal note and on behalf of all Councillors I would like to thank Christine for the excellent work she does and also all my fellow Parish Councillors for their support over the last twelve months.”
4.
OPEN FORUM.


(Responses from the Chairman of the Meeting to the questions raised are shown in italics).


Ray Bagnall, 61 Elmwood Drive, Blythe Bridge. 

a)
Congratulated Station Adopters and Forsbrook Parish Council for the wonderful work at Blythe Bridge Station but was concerned regarding the proposals to introduce parking charges. 

Council has written to East Midlands Trains regarding the proposed parking charge and understand that there will be concessions for weekly users.   There has been a lot of investment at the Station and footfall has increased. 

and 

b)
Asked what the intended usage for the proposed extension to the Changing Rooms on Blythe Bridge Recreation Ground were and if the extension would be used in competition with the Village Hall.  
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The extension is primarily going to be a Council Office and Meeting Room but Council has made no final decisions. 


Joe Cornwall, 5 Crossfield Avenue, Blythe Bridge.

a) Reported motorbikes with no number plates being driven dangerously in Stallington Road/Crossfield Avenue and Jasmine Close. 

The Police are already involved and are taking steps to apprehend the culprits. 

b) Raised the issue of dangerous parking outside The William Amory School, Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge. 

A new Head teacher started at the school on lst May and we can ask for his support in highlighting the issue to parents.

c) Reported that the ‘No Ball Game’ notices are still displayed on the Open Space in Crossfield Avenue, Blythe Bridge. 

The situation will be carefully monitored.

d) Again raised the issue of noise from peacocks and domestic fowl  causing a disturbance to residents of Crossfield Avenue, Blythe Bridge.

Residents have been asked by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to monitor the situation with regard to unacceptable noise levels.

e) Asked if there has been any success in recruiting volunteers to provide information on the responsibilities of dog owners to clean up their dog faeces. 

Forsbrook Parish Councillors have volunteered to help in hot spot areas to try and  improve the situation. . 


Peter Ellis, 64 Cheadle Road, Forsbrook. 

Again raised the question of the speed of vehicles on Cheadle Road, Blythe Bridge and the congestion at the Cheadle Road/Uttoxeter Road, the latter of which he felt could be alleviated by introducing two way traffic exit from Cheadle Road.


Forsbrook Parish Council suggested reducing the width of the pavement adjacent to The Duke of Wellington ten years ago to allow for two-way traffic to exit Cheadle Road and County Councillor W. Day has assured the Parish Council that this work will be carried out at the same time as the improvements to the crossroad.

Speed Indicator Signs (Sids) are used on Cheadle Road periodically to assess and control the speed of vehicles.   They work over a two-week period – one week showing no speeds but taking data of the speed of vehicles and the second week showing the speed at which vehicles travel to see if the signs make a difference. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.25pm. 

Clerk to the Council 







Chairman  
