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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12H MAY 2010 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

Chairman for the meeting Councillor Mrs. G. Burton welcomed members of the public (3) and introduced Councillor Mrs. Pat Shufflebotham, Vice Chairman of Forsbrook Parish Council, Councillor Miss Susan Farr, Councillor Mrs. Norah Stanier, Councillor John Burgess, Councillor Peter Jones, Councillor Tony Mould and Councillor Rev. Brian Whittaker.

She said that she was the elected Chairman of the Parish Council and together with elected Councillors feel it is an honour to represent and work with the community. Councillors receive no remuneration for the work they do – they feel the best reward is when they help to bring about improvements within the Parish and she thanked all her fellow Councillors and the clerk for the support they have given to her as Chairman over the last 12 months. 

1. 
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. Sylvia Harrison, Councillor Mrs. Sheila Edwards, Councillor Stewart Fox, Councillor Barry Yates and Councillor Alan Wilson.

2.
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 13TH MAY 2009

The above minutes were accepted as a true and correct record. 

3.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT.


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave the following annual report. 


“At the last Annual Parish meeting I reported that Forsbrook Parish Council would not be imposing any increase in their proportion of Council tax for year 2009/10.   This year 2010/2011 we have levied a slight increase, in line with inflation. This will mean only a very small increase on your Parish Council precept portion of your total Council Tax bill.    However, we are pleased to report that no increases have been imposed on the recreation, burial and memorial fees.     It should be noted that the burial fees for Forsbrook Parish Cemetery are one of the lowest in the country.     Income and Expenditure Accounts for year 2009/2010 are available to you this evening.   Please feel free to take a copy with you and if you have any questions regarding these accounts please speak with the clerk. 
As already mentioned Forsbrook Parish Council is committed to keeping burial and memorial fees low for the benefit of residents.    Following extensive work to provide new burial space the new burial ground is now ready for interments.   There is sufficient burial space in the present development for 12/18 months after which interments will be in the new section.    The Parish Council is very pleased that they are in the position of being able to provide burial space for the next 100 years. 

Yet again the Parish Council has had a very busy year.    After being successful in our bid for £28000 funding from the Staffordshire County Council Playbuilder scheme new play equipment was erected on the Recreation ground in Blythe Bridge in July 2009 just in time for the summer school holidays. The new zip wire, climbing mast and obstacle course have proved very popular and what has also been very rewarding is that parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles are taking their children to the area and probably enjoying the facilities as onlookers just as much as the youth, which has had the desired effect of bringing the young and older 
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generations together.   Also, thanks to a Big Lottery grant of £8000 awarded to Forsbrook Parish Council, the recreation area has benefited from a Deterrent Camera System, which has been installed for community safety and to help to deter vandalism.   Feedback, so far, on this new security measure, has been very positive.    Parents feel their children are safe in the area and anti social behaviour has reduced. 

With the recent success in these grant applications Forsbrook Parish Council has resolved to seek funding from the Communities Mean Business grant scheme to purchase the scrubland behind the new medical centre to tidy it up and landscape, to also build an extension to the changing rooms to incorporate a community meeting room and to provide additional play equipment. 

Following the adoption by Forsbrook Parish Council of Blythe Bridge Railway Station and working closely with the North Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership Officer many improvements have been made at the Station.   Another area has been cleared and planted with evergreen shrubs.   CCTV, automated train timetables, vandal resistant train shelters, new signage have all been installed as well as painting of walls, fencing and platform markings.   There has been very positive feedback and passenger numbers have increased significantly.   
Last year the Parish Council recognised that a Parish Plan for the area was needed which would take into account the views of the whole community.     The first stage of this was to deliver a questionnaire to every household in the parish.  28% of households responded which was a tremendous return.   The results have now been analysed and we are presently compiling a draft Parish Plan.   When this Parish Plan has been finalised it will set out the objectives for the Parish Council and other agencies for the next four years.    One of the concerns that many residents raised in the survey were traffic related issues.   The Parish Council has already taken the initiative of forming a multi agency working group to look at traffic concerns.   This has resulted in an Area Survey being carried out by Staffordshire County Council, the results of which are now available to anyone who is interested.   This survey will also help agencies to prioritise highway improvements. 

As reported last year, the Safer Routes to School project is ongoing.   The County Council has advised the Parish Council that some proposals have already been agreed.   The Uttoxeter Road/Stallington Road/Cheadle Road junction will be realigned and County Councillor W. Day has again asked the Safer Routes to School engineers to look at reducing the width of the pavement adjacent to The Duke of Wellington to allow two-way traffic to exit Cheadle Road.   A pedestrian crossing is proposed on Cheadle Road near to the Forsbrook Primary School entrance/exit to allow children to safely cross the road.   The traffic restriction regulations in Stallington Road are also being extended.  

Finally, a reminder that Parish Council meetings are held the third Monday of every month commencing at 7.30pm at Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall.  At the beginning of the meeting there is an Open Forum session where residents can raise any issues of concern.    The Parish Council website also includes agendas and minutes of Council meetings as well as financial information, burial records, watchdog scams and a host of other interesting features” 

4.
OPEN FORUM.

Mr. J. W. Cornwall from Crossfield Avenue, Blythe Bridge brought the following issues to the attention of Councillors and Chairman of Forsbrook Parish Council Mrs. Gillian Burton responded accordingly (bold italics).  

1)
Residents were finding it difficult in getting a response from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to issues/concerns raised with them.

This complaint will be brought to the attention of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council. 
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2)
Pollution from outdoor fires, which were happening on a regular basis at 68 Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge and which have been reported to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council on several occasions was a concern to local residents.  


Residents have been asked to monitor the situation and provide Staffordshire Moorlands District Council with dates/times etc. 

3) Noise from cockerels keeping residents awake. 

This is an intrinsic part of living in a rural environment. 

Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker said that he understood that if ten residents signed a petition action could be taken by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.  

4) Blocked drains. 

Any highway issues should be reported to the ‘Clarence’ hotline on 0800 23 23 23. 

5) Dog fouling on Blythe Bridge Recreation Ground. 

Councillors were carefully monitoring the Recreation Ground and the deterrent camera system recently installed was helping to reduce anti social behaviour incidents and encouraging dog owners to clean up after their pets.    Help in identifying irresponsible dog owners would be appreciated. 

6) Vehicles causing obstruction outside The William Amory School in Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge. 

The Head Teacher of the William Amory School is constantly being reminded of the problems caused when parents park indiscriminately when dropping off and collecting their children from school.    The traffic waiting restrictions are being extended as part of the Safer Routes to School scheme to improve safety on Stallington Road.  

7) Crossfield Avenue, Blythe Bridge – children playing football on the open space causing a nuisance and damaging cars and gardens. 

A resident living in Crossfield Avenue has already reported this to the Community Safety Department at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council. 

8) Concern regarding the proposed development at 222 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

This planning application will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting on 17th May 2010. 

9) Damage to bus shelter adjacent to Travis Perkins, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

Clerk to report to ‘Clarence’ hotline. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.00pm. 

Clerk to the Council 







Chairman  
