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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

Chairman for the meeting Councillor Mrs. G. Burton welcomed members of the public (5) and introduced Councillor Mrs. Sheila Edwards, Councillor Miss Susan Farr, Councillor Mrs. Pat Shufflebotham, Councillor Frank Hopley, Councillor Tony Mould and Councillor Rev. Brian Whittaker. 

She said that she was the elected Chairman of the Parish Council and together with your elected Councillors feel it is an honour to represent and work with the community. Councillors receive no remuneration for the work they do – they feel the best reward is when they help to bring about improvements within the Parish.

1. 
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from County Councillor William Day, District Councillor John Burgess, Councillor Sylvia Harrison, Councillor Norah Stanier, Councillor Peter Jones, Councillor Alan Wilson, Councillor Barry Yates and resident Mrs. K. Salt. 

2.
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 12TH MAY 2008. 

The above minutes were accepted as a true and correct record. 

3.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT.


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave the following annual report. 


“I am pleased to report that Forsbrook Parish Council in January 2009 resolved not to impose any increase in the Parish Council precept. The Parish Council portion is only a very small part of a resident’s Council Tax bill but in view of the present economic climate felt that this decision was a small gesture in recognising the financial situation some people are having to face.    Recreation, burial and memorial fees are also not being increased for year 2009/2010.    Despite making this decision Councillors are committed to maintaining and even improving the level of service provided by the Parish Council.     If you are interested in how the Parish Council spend the precept detailed Income and Expenditure Accounts are available this evening.    Please feel free to take a copy with you. 

The last financial year has been a very busy one for Councillors.    We recognised that a Parish Plan for the area was needed which would take into account the views of the whole community.  The first step was to formulate a questionnaire, which was delivered to all homes in the Parish in February, for completion by 9th March 2009.    The response has been overwhelming with a return of over 28% and I would like to thank all those who took the time to complete and return it to us.   Staffordshire Moorlands Community Voluntary Services are presently analysing the returns and we hope to report back to you in the very near future along with an overdue newsletter.   The Parish Plan will be used to set the objectives for Forsbrook Parish Council and other agencies for the next four years.  All the information will also be 
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shared with Staffordshire County Council, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and the Police as some of the responses to the question come within their remit and we will work closely with them to ensure that all your concerns are taken seriously.    We do have a close working relationship with these agencies.   Forsbrook Parish was the pilot village chosen by the County Council for their Community Pride initiative and was also chosen by the District Council as the pilot village for their newly introduced Community Engagement Surgeries. 

Like members of the Parish Council many of you will be concerned regarding the amount of traffic through the villages of Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook.   We have taken the proactive step of bringing together representatives from the three local schools, Staffordshire County Council, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and the Police and are pleased to report that the County Council has promised to undertake a full Area Survey.    Some data regarding traffic flow is already available and if any one would like sight of this please let the clerk know.    With regard to the long outstanding issue of a pedestrian crossing in Forsbrook, we have continued to lobby the County Council and we have been advised that they are presently drawing up improvements for the junction of Chapel Street/Cheadle Road, which will include safe pedestrian crossing facilities.    We are also pleased to report that the Highway Agency has confirmed that they will be replacing the noise barriers on the Blythe Bridge By Pass, which we hope will considerably reduce the noise from the traffic on this very busy stretch of road.  

What is giving concern at the moment are issues with regard to Blythe Vale Regional Investment site off the A50.  Work has not yet commenced on site but the original planning consent was for B1 and where appropriate B2 use and the guidelines laid down by the Planning Inspectorate were very strict.   St. Modwen, the owners of the site are now asking for a review of the adopted Development Brief to allow for other employment related uses and local press has reported possible warehousing and hotel as options.    We can assure the public that we will oppose any deviation from the original brief. 

Last year you will remember that I reported that Forsbrook Parish Council has officially adopted Blythe Bridge Railway Station and that the first phase of our work would be to replant the flowerbed on the east side platform.   This work is now finished and we are looking to carry out further improvements to the raised garden bed at the entrance to the car park and the flowerbeds on the west side of the station.     Automated timetable boards have been erected and should be fully operational this month together with CCTV. 

The Safer Routes to School project is still ongoing.    There has been some delay because of uncertainty with regard to the High School’s official entrances/exits.    The Parish Council expressed concern regarding students exiting school in front of the Police Offices onto a very busy car park and it is hoped that these concerns have been taken on board by the Safer Routes to School engineering team.  Very soon specific proposals to improve the safety of children to and from school as well as improvements at the busy Uttoxeter Road/Cheadle Road/Stallington Road junction will be agreed so that work can commence.

Last year Staffordshire County Council successfully secured £1,129.552 from the government Playbuilder project for the development of 25 play areas for 8-13 year olds across the county over three years.   Several seminars were held and anyone interested was invited to submit a funding bid.  All bids were to be processed on a scoring system.  The Parish Council was very keen to provide additional play facilities and submitted their detailed bid in February 2009.    The County Council received a total of 25 bids from which they have selected 10.   You can imagine our delight to be advised in April that our bid for £28000 was successful and it is 
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hoped that the new play equipment will be installed this summer in time for the school holidays.    The Parish Council is also investigating the provision of an anti social behaviour deterrent camera on the recreation ground. 

The majority of the work at Forsbrook Parish Cemetery in preparation for the new burial section has been carried out and feedback has been tremendous.    Burial and memorial fees are kept very low for the benefit of residents and we now have burial space for the next 100 years.  Planning permission to develop a grazing field for burial purposes was not an easy task as a twelve-month water table monitoring exercise had to be undertaken to comply with Environment Agency legislation.    You could say we were very relieved when full planning approval was given as we know the difficulty towns and parishes are having because of lack of burial grounds and we wanted to ensure that we could provide enough burial space for many years.        

The Parish Council has now modified its web site to make it more user friendly and you can access this by going to www.forsbrookparishcouncil.org.uk.     The web site contains information on various Parish Council topics and there is also a link to view old photographs of Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook. 

Finally, just a reminder that Parish Council meetings are held the third Monday of every month commencing at 7.30pm at Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall.   You are all welcome to attend.   At the beginning of the meeting there is an Open Forum session where you can raise any issues of concern.    Please feel free to speak with any of your Parish Councillors this evening after the meeting if you have any concerns you wish to draw their attention to.”   

4.
OPEN FORUM 

4.1 Anti Social Behaviour.

Councillor F. J. Hopley said that he had been asked by resident Mrs. Kath Salt to report that a kind-hearted neighbour had removed graffiti on her rear fence in Barlstone Avenue. 

4.2 County/District/Police Issues.

Mr. Michael Shufflebotham from Penk Road, Forsbrook said that he was disgusted at the County Council’s attitude as he felt they had abandoned the Parish of Forsbrook.   He said that the roads were in a disgusting state – particularly Cheadle Road.   A pedestrian Safety crossing in Forsbrook was promised only to have the promise rescinded.   The Safer Route to School scheme is taking forever.    Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that at the last meeting of the Steering Group work was promised in this financial year. She said that improvements to the Uttoxeter Road/Cheadle Road/Stallington Road junction as well as safe crossing facilities in Forsbrook are of prime importance to the Parish Council. 

Mr. Shufflebotham went on to say that the police are not proactive in dealing with parking issues.   Vehicles are parking on pavements and double yellow lines and he very much doubted that emergency vehicles would have unobstructed access when needed.    He also referred to speeding in Caverswall Old Road where a recent accident had occurred.     Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham quoted the response the police made at the last Community Engagement Surgery in that it was not a bad consultation from a police perspective because the only issues raised by residents were parking problems. 
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Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that Inspector Mark Rigby and Police Officer Steve Critchlow had attended the last Parish Council meeting where the problem with vehicles parking on pavements, grass verges, road junctions and restricted areas had been brought to their attention and Inspector Rigby had promised to clarify what powers the PCSO’s have to deal with these type of parking issues.     Councillor A. Mould said that he had also noticed Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Traffic Wardens ignoring cars that were parked on yellow lines.    Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton clarified that the District Council Enforcement Officers (Traffic Wardens) deal with vehicles parked in restricted areas and the Police should deal with vehicles that are causing an obstruction.   She added that there is no reason why the Enforcement Officers cannot notify the Police if they witness parking obstructions.    Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham said it would be interesting to know how many fixed penalty tickets the Police and Enforcement Officers in the area have issued. 

Youth Forum. 

Councillor F. J. Hopley gave a brief update on the Youth Forum.   He said that they had recently secured further funding for various activities over the next 12 months.   A Talent Show was being held at Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall on 12th June and a Fun Day at Blythe Bridge High School on the 18th July with refreshments available and everyone was welcome. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.55pm. 

Clerk to the Council 






Chairman 

