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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2010 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman), 




   Councillor Miss S. Farr,




   Councillor P. Jones,




   Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 




   Councillor A. E. Wilson.

IN ATTENDANCE: 
   Councillor B. Yates,

Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham and Councillor 

Rev. B. L. Whittaker.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


There were no declarations of interest. 

3.
RECREATION FEES FOR YEAR 1ST MAY 2010 TO 30TH APRIL 2011.


The recreation fee for senior football teams for year 2009/2010 is £550 per annum and for junior football teams £375 per annum.   For this period Council agreed to offer a one off rebate and the teams have paid £400 and £275 respectively.   It was noted that fees were last increased on lst April 2007 – senior teams by 10% and junior teams by 7 ½%. 


RECOMMENDED: 

· That in view of the present economic climate to impose no increase on the recreation fees for period lst May 2010 to 30th April 2011.   Senior fees to remain at £550 per annum and Junior fees £375 per annum.

4. RECREATION INCOME.

Recreation income from football teams for year 2009-2010 is £675.00 and £5.80 wayleave fee from Eon Central Networks.

RECOMMENDED: 

· To transfer the income of £680.80 to the recreation contingency fund. 

5.
ENVIRONMENT PRECEPT FOR YEAR 2010/2011. 


The committee agreed to RECOMMEND the following precept for financial year 2010/2011. 
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	Open space ground maintenance
	3750.00

	Repairs/play inspections/deterrent camera maintenance
	950.00

	Changing rooms
	2000.00

	Electricity for lights on unadopted roads
	750.00

	Extra street cleansing
	3500.00

	Extra dog warden patrols (if agreed by Council after pilot scheme)
	1560.00

	Annual maintenance of small flower planters
	100.00

	Annual maintenance of large flower planters
	500.00

	Contingency
	890.00

	Total
	14000.00



It was also RECOMMENDED to: 

· Include no expenditure for an extended guarantee or maintenance contract for the deterrent camera from Qstar for year 2010/2011 as this was presently with the manufacturer for repair/replacement with the assumption that when it is returned a twelve-month guarantee will be applicable.  Extended guarantee/maintenance contract to be discussed again at the January 2011 Finance Committee Meeting. 

· Enter into a Playdale Inspection Contract at a cost of £195 per annum to cover the new timber play equipment.  Above precept includes this expenditure. 

6.
ENVIRONMENT ISSUES. 

6.1 Dog Leash Order.

It was the general feeling that the cost of introducing the above would be prohibitive as well as it being very difficult to enforce. 

RECOMMENDED: 

· To ascertain the procedure and cost of introducing a ‘Dog Leash  Order’ for the open spaces within the Parish.


6.2
Changing Rooms. 

As it is becoming increasingly difficult to hire a meeting room in the area during the day it was RECOMMENDED to pursue the possibility of extending the changing rooms to include a meeting room.



6.2 Scrubland behind Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall. 

The Charity Commission has confirmed that there will be no problems in transferring the above land to the Parish Council.   Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook Village Hall Committee were now arranging for a land valuation to be undertaken so the full cost implications of purchase, landscaping and annual maintenance can be discussed by the Parish Council. 

Some members felt that the community should not be asked to finance the purchase of the scrubland as the funds to finance the Village Hall were originally raised by residents. 
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6.3 Duke of Wellington Public House, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

Members raised concern regarding cigarette debris and chewing gum being discarded adjacent to the entrance to the Duke of Wellington Public House and also concern with regard to underage drinking on the premises.

RECOMMENDED: 

· To inform SMDC Environment Officer Pete Hutchings and the local   police officers. 

6.4 Smithfield Hotel, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

Members discussed suspicious activities of a taxi, which regularly parked on The Smithfield Hotel car park. 

RECOMMENDED: 

· To inform the local police officers. 

6.5 Cheadle Road. 

The poor road surface of the above was again raised by members together with specific areas where there were large potholes. 

RECOMMENDED: 

· To report the pot holes to the ‘Clarence’ hotline and to follow up with the Highways Department their intentions with regard to the resurfacing of Cheadle Road. 

6.6 Clapper Bridge, Well Street, Forsbrook. 

It was noted that the above should have been repaired in December 2009.  The clerk said she would ascertain the current position. 

6.7 Grit Bins/Gritting of Roads. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that she has received an email response from Councillor Mike Maryon, Cabinet Member for Highways and Environment following her concerns regarding the refilling of grit bins and gritting of roads.   He has advised that residents have been helping themselves to the grit for private driveways and in some cases grit bins have been stolen.    He is unable to give a date as to when grit bins will be refilled and replaced.    With regard to gritting of the roads he has advised that priority roads A and B routes are gritted first with C routes and other areas after but with the current freezing conditions, concentration is on keeping the priority roads gritted. 

Clerk to the Council
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