Page 184

FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23RD  JUNE 2009 AT THE CHANGING ROOMS, BLYTHE BRIDGE. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman), 




   Councillor Miss S. Farr,




   Councillor F. J. Hopley,




   Councillor P. Jones,




   Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, 




   Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 




   Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker, 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
   Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),




   Mr. John Brian, Secretary of Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team,




   Mr. Steve Talbot, Manager of Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team,




   Mr. Paul Wright, Assistant Manager of Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team,




   Mr. Simon Griffiths, Representative, Blythe Bridge Junior Football Team.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillor A. E. Wilson. 

2.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

Councillor P. Jones proposed re-election of present Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton.   Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier seconded the proposal.   There were no other nominations and Councillor Mrs. G. Burton was duly re-elected.   

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 


There were no declarations of interest. 

4.
RECREATION FACILITIES AND FEES FOR 2009/2010 SEASON. 

4.1 Issues raised by representatives of the Football Teams. 

Changing Room Showers. 

The performance of the showers last season was poor.  The clerk explained that there would never be powerful showers with the water/heating system at the Changing Rooms because the heaters restricted flow rate to 4 litres per minute whilst the shower heads could cope with a distribution flow of 4 litres a minute each (11 showers x 4 litres require a water distribution of 44 litres a minute).   Football Team representatives suggested that it could be just a matter of the system in need of de-scaling.   The clerk was instructed to go back to the heating/plumbing engineer who had looked at the system to check the performance of the pump and to investigate if the system was in need of cleaning. 

Dog Fouling. 

The failure of owners to clean up after their dogs was still presenting a problem for football teams.    Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that a meeting had been 
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convened with Officers of the District Council for 8th July 2009 and she promised to raise the concerns and report back. 

4.2 General Discussions regarding the facilities. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that as we have not had confirmation from Blythe Bridge Veterans Football Team that they wish to use the facilities for the 2009/2010 season we can only presume that they do not, which leaves us with a vacancy.   She added that there was also a balance of £150 due from them against the 2008/2009 fees.   Discussions took place as to the best way to recover the debt but as this would incur costs together with the question as to whom exactly was responsible for the debt it was agreed to recommend to full Council not to pursue the matter through the Small Claims Court.    The recommendation would obviously reflect on the fees already received in full for the 2008/2009 from Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team. 

The financial difficulties some players were having to face was recognised together with the difficulty in teams acquiring sponsorship.    It was therefore agreed to: 

RECOMMEND:

· That £150 discount be deducted from the fees of £550 due from Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team for the 2009/2010 season and £100 from the fees due of £375 from the new Junior Football Team making the fees for the forthcoming season £400 and £275 respectively. 

It was noted that the Junior Football Team has agreed to pay a third of the fees by the end of June, a third by the end of September and the final balance by the end of December.     Agreement was reached for the Senior Football Team to pay 50% by the end of September and 50% by the end of March 2010. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that Council has received a letter from the Manager of Meir KA Football Team, Dean Forrester (previously played on Blythe Bridge Recreation Ground under the name of Blythe Bridge Junior Football Team) requesting the use of the facilities for adult players for the 2009/2010 and read the letter to members.    She added that there was still a debt of £50 owing from this team  for the additional cleaning of the changing rooms for the 2007/2008 season and that there had been no problems with cleanliness of the changing rooms and missing keys this season.  

RECOMMENDED:

· To advise Mr. Forrester that “After due consideration the Council cannot offer the team the recreation facilities for the 2009/2010 season”. 

Committee members felt that there was a need to encourage junior football so recommended that the facilities be made available to one senior team and two junior teams as opposed to two senior teams and one junior team.   This meant that there was currently a vacancy for one junior team. 

Representatives from Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team confirmed that they had received funding from the County Council Member’s Initiative Scheme for a shed and said that they would liaise with the clerk regarding siting.    Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton offered the teams the opportunity for Council to order and purchase the shed so that the VAT could be claimed back providing more funds for a substantial shed.
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Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton confirmed that the goalmouths have been filled in and seeded ready for the forthcoming season.    Football team representatives asked if the football pitches could be permanently marked now that lime is banned for health and safety reasons and the white paint that is used by them to mark the lines washes off easily making it difficult to see exactly where the pitch needs to be marked.   The clerk was asked to obtain quotes.

5.
ENVIRONMENT ISSUES.


Notice Boards and Seats.

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that the damaged perspex glass in the Blythe Bridge notice board has been replaced and the Lengthsman Chris Brian was repainting the notice boards and seats. 

Children Play Equipment. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton proposed that the clerk obtain quotations from a professional contractor for the removal of the graffiti, which has recently been daubed on the play equipment.    She said that the equipment was looking a little tired and suggested that the mobile elephant and turnstile be repainted and for the Finance Committee at their January meeting consider precepting for replacement roof and side structures to the Bo Peep Play Activity Centre.    Wicksteed have quoted £125 for roof panels of which there are 8 and £218 for side maze panels or £243 for side Bo Peep or Hickory Dickory Dock panels of which there are 4 in total totalling £1922 plus delivery and fitting.    The clerk added that repair work was also required to the rubber tile safety surface.    Committee members agreed to consider whether to finance the replacement panels in this financial year or whether to precept for next year.   Decision to be ratified at the July Council meeting. 

Hedges around the William Amory Primary School. 

Councillor P. Jones said that the hedges were restricting the pedestrian footway.    Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton agreed to speak with the Head Teacher. 

Weight Restriction – Stallington Road. 

Councillor F. J. Hopley asked if there was any news on the reinstatement of the weight restriction for Stallington Road.     Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton updated members on the position.    She said that between the A50 bridge and Hilderstone Road came within the remit of Fulford Parish Council and their County Councillor Ian Parry was investigating this. 

The stretch of road from the A50 bridge to Uttoxeter Road came within the remit of Forsbrook Parish Council and as part of the Safer Routes to School proposals the Chief Engineer had been asked to investigate the possibility of introducing a weight restriction for this part of the road. 

Safer Routes to School. 

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham asked what progress was being made with regard to the Safer Routes to School Scheme.   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that she believed a Steering Group meeting was imminent and that work was scheduled to take place in this financial year.   The clerk added that it seemed increasingly unlikely that all work would be completed in this financial year because of various time scales if traffic regulation orders were required. 
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Improvements to Forsbrook Square/Pedestrian Facilities. 

The clerk reported that she had asked SCC Highways Officer Mary Anne Rafferty for an update but she has been on holiday for two weeks and only returned to the office on Tuesday 23rd June.    She said she would try to obtain details of the proposals for the next Council meeting. 

Clerk to the Council 







Chairman 


