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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PARISH PLAN WORKING GROUP MEETING:

MINUTES OF NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE MEETING:

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:

HELD ON MONDAY 13TH JULY 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman),





Councillor S. P. Fox,





Councillor F. J. Hopley,





Councillor P. Jones





Councillor A. J. Mould,





Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham,





Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 





Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker,





Councillor A. E. Wilson.

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk).

PARISH PLAN WORKING GROUP MEETING

1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



Apologies were received from Councillor Miss S. Farr.

2.

PARISH PLAN. 

It was RECOMMENDED to deliver an edited version of the Parish Plan analysis to all residents with the final page giving details of where the full analysis document can be viewed or obtained namely:  the Parish Council website, Blythe Bridge Library or by contacting the Parish Councillors by telephone or the clerk by email/telephone.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE MEETING 

1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 



Apologies were received from Councillor Miss S. Farr. 

2.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton proposed re-election of present Chairman Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham.    Councillor P. Jones seconded the proposal.   There were no other nominations and Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham was duly re-elected.   

2.

NEWSLETTER CONTENT.

Members RECOMMENDED the approval of the draft newsletter with the addition of an added ‘thank you’ in bold at the end of the article on the front page under Parish Plans
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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Apologies were received from Councillor Miss S. Farr. 

2.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	SCC Rights of Way Issues
	Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham 
	Personal – Daughter employed by SCC in the Rights of Way Department.


3.
DETERRENT CAMERA.


It was noted that the Deterrent camera is now installed and fully operational.

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said she would be speaking with Clive Rhodes at the District Council to see if he could put us in touch with the company who supply signs to the District Council.  The clerk was asked to look at temporary signs.   The following wording was RECOMMENDED for the sign:              
               “DETERRENT CAMERA IN OPERATION IN THIS AREA  

                                    FORSBROOK PARISHCOUNCIL”                                 

A decision on taking out an extended warranty after the first year at a cost of £400 per annum and a service agreement after the first year at a cost of £400 per annum was left in abeyance until the Finance Committee meeting in January 2010. 

It was noted that the insurance premium for the deterrent camera was £104 for an 11 month period.

It was noted that the clerk had managed to get a copy of the soft ware for the deterrent camera so that Councillor A. J. Mould could programme his personal laptop to enable him to help with downloading the photographs.   One key fob has been supplied which operates and programmes the Flashcam and the clerk suggested that an additional key fob be ordered at a cost of £65 for Councillor A. J. Mould.    It was RECOMMENDED to approve this expenditure.  

4.
NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT.

4.1 Official Signage. 

The clerk advised that the County Council arrange the necessary signage, which has to comply with their protocol.   It was RECOMMENDED that the clerk liaise with the County with regard to the name chosen for the play area from the school competition. 

The school competition entries were judged and the winners were:

Blythe Bridge High School – Gemma Louise Bourne ‘Buzzin Adventure Park’   (This was the name chosen for the signage). 

Forsbrook Primary School – ‘Crazy Adventures’. 

The William Amory Primary School did not take part in the competition. 
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It was RECOMMENDED to award a £50 prize to the winner of the  name/logo chosen for the sign and £25 to the winner of the Primary School competition. 

4.2 Official Opening Day – 16th September 2009.

It was RECOMMENDED: 

To arrange the time of the official opening for 10.00am on the 16th September 2009:

To invite representatives from Blythe Bridge High School: Forsbrook Primary School: The William Amory Primary School: Springcroft Primary School:  Arne Swithenbank, Play Partnership Officer for Staffordshire Moorlands: Mike Worthington, Chairman of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council:   District Councillor John Burgess:   Steve Haworth, QStar Limited (suppliers of the Flashcam Deterrent Camera):  Celia Webb, Play Advisor for Playdale Limited:  Representatives from the local Home Link luncheon club: County Councillor W. Day.  

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton suggested that members liaise with the clerk should there be any officials, who they felt should be invited but said that there would be a press release and of course everyone was welcome.  

It was agreed to RECOMMEND that Blythe Bridge High School be approached to see if they could support Council by allowing their band to play at the opening ceremony.

It was agreed to RECOMMEND the hiring of a marquee from Jacksons – suggested size 20ft. x 20ft at a cost of £125.00 but size to be reviewed together with the provision of chairs/tables once confirmation has been received regarding the attendance of the High School Band. 

To provide refreshments of tea/coffee/fruit juice/biscuits.

4.3 Play Rangers. 

The clerk reported that Council was still waiting for more details from the District Council regarding Play Rangers to supervise and arrange play activities, during the summer holidays, after the play equipment has been installed up until/or after the official opening day.    It was RECOMMENDED that if this was possible it would be an advantageous project to encourage. 

4.4 Patrols. 

Committee members agreed to patrol the Recreation ground to check on the play equipment on a regular basis.   

A flexible rota was agreed as follows: 
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Councillor P. Jones


Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker 
Wednesdays. 

Councillor A. J. Mould

Thursdays. 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton

Evenings and Weekends. 

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham
Evenings and Weekends.

Councillor F. J. Hopley

Evenings.

Councillor S. P. Fox 


Evenings. 

Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier

Weekdays and Sundays.

It was also noted that some residents have already been approached and the Police have been given an update on the deterrent camera and new play equipment. 

5.
EXISTING CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA. 


It was noted that the graffiti on the Bo-Peep Activity Centre has been successfully removed and that the Turnstile and Elephant have been painted together with the seats.


The estimate from Wicksteed Leisure Limited as detailed below for replacement Bo-Peep Panels was discussed.


Replacement panels for Bo-Peep Activity Centre: 


Roof panels: 

 £125 x  8 
=
£1000.00


Side panels – Maze:
 £218 x 2
=
    436.00


Side panel – Bo-Peep: £243 x 2
=
    486.00


Total
 




£1922.00 net


(Excluding VAT, delivery and fitting).


It was RECOMMENDED to dismiss this option in favour of the alternative option of power washing the climbing frame and Bo-Peep activity centre together with the rubber tile surfaces after the grassed edges have been tidied at a cost of £175.00 and to arrange for the side panels to be treated with a suitable primer which will adhere to the panels to allow them to be painted with lead free paint and then treated with an anti graffiti solution, the approximate cost of which is £200. 


It was also RECOMMENDED  to carry out minor repair work to the rubber tile surface.   The cost to purchase the wet poor solution from Wicksteed Leisure Limited is £100 per tin net plus VAT, 8.5% carriage and cost of labour.  A tin of wet poor solution will cover 6sq. metres and it was RECOMMENDED to initially purchase one tin only. 


It was noted that rubber tiles are now not the preferred surface.   Play Equipment manufacturers tend to use the solid wet poor and an estimate from Wicksteed for this type of surface is £56.00 per square metre for a fall height of 1.2metres with a minimum a cost of £1000.   Replacement of the rubber tiles surface with a solid wet poor material may be a consideration for the future. 
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6
CHANGING ROOMS/RECREATION AREA

6.1 Football Pitch.

Staffordshire County Council has quoted the following for the marking of the football pitch as requested by Football Team representatives at meeting held on 23rd June 2009  

Initial visit for weed treatment followed by two weekly visits to apply line markings in approved health and safety white solution:      £37.50 per visit – 13 visits approximately  = £487.50.



(Tin of 15 litres of white marking solution:
        £60.00 per tin.) 

Committee members RECOMMENDED that Council arrange for one visit at a cost of £37.50 to weed treat where the line markings should be on the football pitch so that the Football Team representatives can continue to mark prior to matches and to advise them of the cost of the approved marking solution should they wish to purchase. 

6.2 Shower Performance. 

It was noted that the showerheads have been descaled and two automatic descalers have been fitted to the incoming water supplies.  The deterioration in the performance of the showers has been investigated and one of the problems could be attributed to the fact that some of the showerheads were replaced last summer.  The replacement type generates a greater flow rate, which could reduce water pressure to the other showers.    These have now been changed.   The eco efficiency programme has also been turned off which could improve the shower flow slightly.    

6.3 Outside Painting. 

It was noted that the barge boards on the outside of the Changing Rooms will require painting or covering with plastic for future free maintenance at some time in the near future.   

6.4 Cavity Wall Insulation. 

No funding has yet been identified but the clerk said that she could obtain quotes for this work if Councillors so wished but to bear in mind all the above expenditure which has not been precepted for together with increased maintenance costs for the changing rooms and less recreational income.     Committee therefore RECOMMENDS to discuss this expenditure at the Finance meeting in January 2010 when precepts for year 2010/2011 are agreed. 

7.  

TO DISCUSS ANY OTHER ENVIRONMENT ISSUES. 

7.1 Meeting held on 8th July 2009 re Dog Fouling. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave a brief summary of the above meeting. (Notes from the meeting attached).     She said that at some future date the Council may wish to buy in the services of a Dog Warden similar to the extra litter picking service we pay for and would speak to Ian Stewart, Environmental Officer for the District Council to ascertain if this would be a possibility. 
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7.2 Environment Issues. 

The following Environmental issues were raised and action agreed. 

	Issue
	Action

	Missing roof tiles from the buildings at the rear of The Smithfield.
	The clerk said that she believed these had been stolen and the owner of the site was aware of the theft. 

	Pothole adjacent to Blythe Bridge Railway Station.
	Issue already reported to Network Rail. 

	Petition for Gating Order for the footpath linking Mount Road to The Avenue because of anti social behaviour.  
	Regulations for Gating Orders were in Council’s possession.

Residents to be encouraged to report anti social behaviour incidents to the Police to enable them to take steps to resolve the problems.  

	Untidy building sites – adjacent to the Post Office and The Smithfield Hotel, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge.
	See minutes of Council meeting page 176 – agenda item 6. 

	Overgrown tree – junction of Barlstone Avenue/Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge.
	Report to ‘Clarence’.

	Pot holes/uneven road surface – Cheadle Road between Forsbrook and Blythe Bridge.
	Already reported to ‘Clarence’ but to report again. 

	Moorlands Housing footpath from Cheadle Road to Bridgwood Road.
	It was noted that some work had been undertaken to one side of the footpath.   To email Moorlands Housing to encourage them to continue with the footpath edging. 

	Garden debris thrown over the embankment at Blythe Bridge Railway Station. 
	To report to East Midlands Trains. 



	Car Parks – Uttoxeter Road/Chapel Street, Forsbrook – plant overgrowth.
	Maintenance work that is required has been brought to the attention of the relevant officers at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council. 


Clerk to the Council 








Chairman

