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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20TH APRIL 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman),





Councillor Miss S. Farr,





Councillor P. Jones, 





Councillor A. J. Mould, 





Councillor A. E. Wilson.




















IN ATTENDANCE: 

Inspector Mark Rigby, Staffordshire Police,





P.C. Steve Critchlow, Staffordshire Police,

Members of the public (13),

Press (1).
Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards, Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison, 

Councillor F. J. Hopley, Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker, Councillor B. Yates and County Councillor W. Day. 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	00333/PNOT_5 

	Councillor Mrs. G. Burton
	Personal – lives close to proposed planning application site.



Standing Orders were suspended. 

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Residents Issues.

Many residents from Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge attended the meeting to strongly object to planning application 00241/CL_EXG – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – for a Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of land as residential curtilage.   They provided Council with copy correspondence and photographs, which they had sent to Mr. Mike Green, Head of Planning and Building Control at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.     All the residents attending were adamant that the land in question has always been used as a paddock and not as a garden and were willing to provide a sworn affidavit to this effect.   Residents asked the Parish Council to use their powers to ask the planning department to consider the erection/siting of stables in line with normal planning procedures with the submission by the applicant of a planning application, which could then go before the planning committee, allowing residents to attend and to speak on the proposals.    They felt that the applicant was taking the present course of action because the erection of stables in a residential curtilage was not considered by the Planning Department to be a planning matter.  
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Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that the clerk had spoken to the Planning Officer dealing with this application who had advised that up to 50% of residential land can be used for buildings that are no more than 4 metres high without planning permission and that his decision would be based on balance of probability after reviewing all the evidence.   That Planning Officer had also advised that any future planning applications will be decided on their own merit, such as a manege, but that part of the land falls within a flood zone area so it would be necessary to provide a flood risk assessment for any development for this type of use.  Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton informed attendees that this planning application would be discussed under agenda item 9.1 and that they were welcome to stay and listen to the debate and the action agreed by Council.  

3.2 Guest Speakers – Inspector Mark Rigby and P.C. Steve Critchlow.

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton welcomed Inspector Rigby and PC Critchlow to the meeting. 

Inspector Rigby said that he was pleased to have the opportunity to address Council and update them on how effective Officers have been in the area and gave the following report: 

Anti social behaviour covers a multitude of sins but there has been a reduction of incidents over the last six months compared to the previous six months.   On average there are ten reports of anti social behaviour a month.  He said that this reduction can be attributed to the good work of PC Neil Lawton, PC Clare Reynolds and the Youth Forum.   There has also been positive enforcement.    A lot of work has also been undertaken with Off Licenses in the area.   Unfortunately, sometimes adults are responsible for purchasing alcohol on behalf of the youth but individuals will be targeted if they are suspected of doing this. 

With regard to a PCSO for the area.    PCSO Paul Coogan will not be returning to Blythe Bridge but a new PCSO – Daniel Peake will be his replacement and will commence his duties in Blythe Bridge over the next few weeks.    

Dealing with parking obstructions is like the forth bridge but Inspector Rigby said that he was aware that the Parish Council, with other partners including the Police were holding meetings regarding traffic concerns.   He reminded Council that the District Council Enforcement Officers are responsible for dealing with vehicles that are parked in restricted areas. 

In terms of crime trends in general, there was nothing specific in Blythe Bridge.   Forsbrook Off License has been broken into and a bogus official has stolen a purse from a vulnerable elderly lady.

PC Steve Critchlow said that he had recently taken up his community role in Blythe Bridge following three years on the Immediate Response Unit at Cheadle. He said it was a very nice area and for this reason when anti social behaviour occurs it stands out.   His intentions were to provide high visibility and identify problem areas and youth.   The Alcohol Intervention Agency would also be used to help youth with alcohol related problems.   After one warning any offender will be issued with a £50 fixed penalty. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that over the last few weeks there seems to have been an increase in anti social behaviour.   She also wondered whether people were reporting incidents. 
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Inspector Rigby said that there is usually a low level of anti social behaviour during winter months but with the present police staffing levels it is hoped to control any unacceptable behaviour.

Councillors said that they were continually receiving reports from residents regarding vehicles causing an obstruction and in some cases pedestrians were prohibited from using the pavements because of parked vehicles.   Councillor P. Jones quoted one persistent case where a vehicle was parked completely blocking the pavement on Uttoxeter Road. 

Inspector Rigby responded by saying that the Police do their best with the resources that they have and whilst not all parking issues come within the remit of the Police he would clarify the role of the Police Community Support Officers and their powers with regard to vehicles, which are causing an obstruction.    He reminded Councillors that whilst it is not illegal to park on the pavement, it is illegal to drive on the pavement. 

A resident said he had recently met with PC Tonks and could not speak highly enough of him with regard to the way he carried out his duties. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked Inspector Rigby and PC Critchlow for attending the meeting. 

3.3 County Councillor’s Report. 

In the absence of County Councillor W. Day there was no report. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

4.
INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 


4.1
Staffordshire County Council  – Subject:   Meeting held on 23rd March 2009 regarding outstanding highway issues.

 
To receive notes from the meeting and traffic flow details for Uttoxeter Road, Cheadle Road and Stallington Road. (Breakdown of types of vehicles and times are available to interested members). 


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton drew members attention to the traffic flow details in that a vehicle hits the crossroads every three seconds.   She said it was good news that the County Council has now promised to undertake a full Area Survey. 

5.        TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:




Council Meeting of 16th March 2009. 


RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


Minutes dated 16th March 2009 – agenda item 11.4. 
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The clerk reported that there has so far been no response from the Chief Executive of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council regarding dog fouling issues and the Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said she would chase this up. 
7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1 The clerk’s report was received and noted. 

7.3 Dates and venues of ‘outside’ meetings were noted as follows:  

· NALC/NABMA Second Markets’ Seminar on 28th April 2009 at Lichfield City Council 9.30am to 3.45pm.

· Staffordshire Parish Councils Association – Chairmanship Training on 23rd April 2009 from 7.00pm to 9.00pm at the White Room, County Buildings, Martin Street, Stafford.   Cost £20 for first delegate, £15 for second delegate and £10 for additional delegates from the same Council. 

· N17 Conference on 23rd June 2009 at County Showground, Stafford.
· Staffordshire Moorlands Parish Assembly meeting to be held on 11th June 2009 at 7.30pm in the Council chamber, Moorlands House, Leek.

7.4 The following circulation material was made available to members:
· NALC – Direct Information Service Issues No. 705 and 706.

· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service – Safety Plan News – Spring Issue.

· Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – Professional Development – March Issue.

· Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – Countryside Activities and Events – Spring/Summer 2009.

· The Wildlife Trusts – Staffordshire Wildlife and Natural World.

8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1

Audit Commission – subject:   Annual Audit for year ending 31 March 2009. 


To receive documents for the above annual return and to note that Council must ensure that they are approved no later than 30th June 2009.

8.2
Allianz Insurance plc – subject:   Annual Insurance Premium.


To receive renewal invitation for the above and to note that the annual premium for year June 2009 to May 2010 is £2591.86.   The play equipment being provided with the Playbuilder funding will need to be added to the insurance policy together with the Flashcam Deterrent camera if purchased. 

8.3
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject:   Business Rates Deferral Scheme for 2009/10. 


To receive fact sheet produced by the Department of Communities and Local Government, which explains the scheme in detail. 
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8.4
Community Council of Staffordshire – subject:  The Calor Staffordshire Village of the Year Competition 2009. 


To receive details of the above.

8.5
William Cash MP – subject:    Premium Employment Site. 


To note that William Cash supports Council’s concerns on development at the above site and has written to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that there has recently been an article in The Sentinel regarding St. Modwen investigating the possibility of warehousing and a hotel on the Blythe Vale Business Park.    The District Council were recommending a review because the original review was over ten years old. 

8.6 Staffordshire County Council – subject:  Watchdog Forum Agenda, Minutes and Alerts.

To receive the above documents and to particularly note an urgent alert with regard to Bogus Social Workers where two females have been reported visiting a family in Staffordshire claiming to be Social Workers and informing the parents that the purpose of their visit is to take their children into the care of Social Services.   Similar incidents have been reported in Derbyshire. 

8.7 To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

General:







From:






Subject:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Freedom of Information Act DVD entitled ‘Tick tock’.

Staffordshire County Council 
Play Builder funding confirmation.

Staffordshire County Council 
Strategic Plan 2009-2012 – Website link: 


http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
yourcouncil/strategicplan/.

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Alleged unauthorised vehicle business.

Equality and Human Rights
Public Sector duties – website link:


www.equalityhumanrights.com.

Emails:  To/From

SCC (Clarence)


Drainage and potholes.

SMDC


Internet links for meetings.

SPCA


Funding opportunities.




CLG website consultation.




SPCA office closure and cover.


Info from NALC on pay claim 2009/2010.

Steve Nail 
Anti social behaviour problems.  (Reported to police).

PC Neil Lawton, Staffordshire Police


Vehicle/pedestrian conflicts.

Chief Superintendent Mark Bates


Invitation to Council meeting.

Inspector Mark Rigby


Invitation to Council meeting. 
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East Midlands Trains 
Adoption of B.B. Railway Station – future meeting with present franchise operators. 

Austin Hannaby
Update on work at B.B. Railway Station. 

Faye Lambert (Community Rail Partnership)
CCTV and automated information boards at B.B. Railway Station. 

SCC (Pat Lightfoot)


Traffic flow details.

Neighbourhood Watch


Details of online information. 

Community Rail Partnership
Next phase of work at the Railway Station. 

Qstar
Flashcam demonstration. 

9. PLANNING.

9.1 Planning Application: 
00241/CL_EXG – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – existing use of land as residential curtilage.
00333/PNOT_5 – Blythe Bridge Station – siting of a 15m to underside antenna lattice mast to accommodate 3 No. antenna with associated equipment housing to provide 3G coverage.

Councillor F. J. Hopley was not present at the meeting but wanted the clerk to report to Council regarding the radius from the masts with regard to radio wave emissions, which he has discovered is 500 metres with a 50 metre umbrella directly around the mast. 

00269/FUL – Lyndene, Quabbs Lane, Forsbrook – detached garage/workshop. 

RESOLVED: 

· To make the following comments: 

00241/CL_EXG – To advise that Councillors have no personal knowledge regarding the use of the land over the last ten years but that residents attending the Council meeting on the 20th April  challenged the statements made in the Applicant’s Supporting Evidence and are adamant that the land has not been used as a garden.   To also advise that one of the residents who is objecting to the granting of a Certificate of Lawfulness has the original estate agent’s advert for the sale of the property at 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge that clearly states that the property is for sale with the option of a paddock. 

· 00333/PNOT_5 – To oppose the siting of this obtrusive unsightly mast, which is very close to residential property. 

· 00269/FUL – To raise no concerns regarding this planning application providing the planning officer is satisfied that the scale, design and intended use of the workshop is acceptable in this green belt location. 

9.2 Planning Approvals:  
To note planning approval as follows: 

00082/FUL – One off Cheadle Road, Blythe Bridge – rear conservatory.  

9.3 Planning Refusal: 
To note that there are no planning refusals for the period in question.
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9.4 To note and deal with other planning matters. 
Stychlands Stud, Tater Lane, Forsbrook.

It was agreed for the clerk to request an update on the planning/enforcement position at the above site. 
10.
CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.
In the absence of the Chairman of the Cemetery Committee Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, there was no Cemetery report. 

10.2 Cemetery Issues. 
No cemetery issues were raised. 
11.
ENVIRONMENT:


11.1 Environment Report. 
Councillor Mrs. G. Burton, Chairman of the Environment Committee reported that Blythe Bridge Junior Football Club have requested the one off use of the football facilities for an end of league football match on 3rd May 2009.     It was agreed to allow them to use the facilities at a fee of £35.00.

11.2 Playbuilder Application. 
Members of Council were very pleased with the news that Forsbrook Parish Council has been successful in their bid for funding of £28000 to provide play equipment for age range 8-13.    The Planning Department has confirmed that planning permission is not required for the play equipment because Local Authorities have exemptions for day-to-day matters such as the erection of small buildings and provision of equipment on land, which is being used as part of that authorities function. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reminded members that at the time the bid was submitted the installation of a Flashcam deterrent system was discussed.   The current cost for the system is: 

Camera and installation:






6800.00

Anti vandal fold down pole:






1000.00

Laptop already programmed with the necessary soft ware solely for use 

with the system:


  




  200.00

Total









8000.00

The clerk was requested to arrange for a demonstration by Qstar, the suppliers of the Flashcam and the date suggested was Wednesday 6th May at 7.30pm.




11.3 Environment Issues.
Litter and Dog Fouling. 
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Parish Councillors again registered concern regarding the unacceptable levels of discarded litter/cigarette ends and the failure of dog owners to clean up their dog’s faeces.   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said she would chase up a response to the letter Council has written to Simon Baker, Chief Executive of Staffordshire Moorlands 

District Council regarding dog fouling and the clerk was requested to write to Ian Stewart at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council regarding the responsibilities of businesses with regard to litter under The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005. 
12. FINANCE:

12.1 Bank Balance.

To note bank balance as at 31st March 2009. 

	Community Direct Account
	18981.24

	14 Day Account
	42535.65

	Outstanding Debits
	(1045.40)

	Outstanding Credits
	345.00

	Total
	60816.49


12.2 April 2009 accounts. 

The following cheques were submitted for approval. 

	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401841
	Severn Trent 
	36.09
	
	36.09

	401842
	SMDC
	704.00
	105.60
	809.60

	401843
	SMDC
	128.00
	19.20
	147.20

	401844
	Town and Country Services
	1699.00
	254.85
	1953.85

	401845
	Staffordshire Wildlife
	36.00
	
	36.00

	401846
	NALC
	105.00
	
	105.00

	401847
	Community Council of Staffordshire
	20.00
	
	20.00

	401848
	E-on
	325.60
	48.84
	374.44

	401849
	Christine J. Snape
	901.10
	
	901.10

	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Debit
	Eon
	38.09
	1.91
	40.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	3992.88
	430.40
	4423.28


 
RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of April 2009 Accounts.

The meeting concluded at 9.15pm. 

Clerk to the Council 







Chairman

