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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17TH AUGUST 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman), 






Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards,






Councillor Miss S. Farr,






Councillor A. J. Mould, 






Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, 






Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 






Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker,






Councillor A. E. Wilson,






Councillor B. Yates.

IN ATTENDANCE: 


Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),






Members of the public (9)






Press (1).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor W. Day, Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison, Councillor S. P. Fox, Councillor P. Jones and Councillor F. J. Hopley.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 


	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	SCC Rights of Way Issues
	Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham 
	Personal – Daughter employed by SCC in the Rights of Way Department.



Standing Orders were suspended. 

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Residents Issues.

3.1.1 No Cold Calling. 

Mr. Ken Lamonby asked if East Bank Ride could be considered as a ‘No Cold Calling’ zone similar to Bridgwood Road/Mount Road/The Avenue. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that 50% of residents living in the area need to support this initiative but in the meantime would provide an individual sign for displaying at his property.  

3.1.2 Pedestrian Safety Facilities in Forsbrook.

Mr. Lamonby said that he was aware that the Council were making progress with pedestrian crossing facilities in Forsbrook but was very concerned regarding the width of the pavement adjacent to the Roebuck especially with the size of vehicles now coming through the village and this route being used by school children. 
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Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that perhaps safety railings could be considered in this location and would raise both the above issues (3.1.1 and 3.1.2) with the Community Safety Department at the District Council. 

3.1.3 Keepers Close, Blythe Bridge.

Two residents from Keepers Close, Blythe Bridge attended the meeting to raise concern regarding emergency services not being able to locate their properties.    

Councillors felt that the problem was with vehicle satellite navigation systems, which were directing drivers who gave the postcode of ST11 9SG to Chapel Street, Forsbrook by mistake.    It was agreed to make enquiries as to how this could be corrected. 

3.1.4 Village Hall. 

Ladies from the Thursday Pensioners Club, which is held at the Village Hall, asked for reassurance that they would still be able to use the facilities in view of the fact that it was now being hired for the Children’s nursery Monday to Friday.

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton explained that a separate committee unrelated to the Parish Council managed the Village Hall but that Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier was the Council’s representative on the committee.    Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier said that there was a Village Hall Committee Meeting on Wednesday 19th August 2009 commencing at 7.00pm and suggested they attend to raise their concerns. 

3.1.5 Replacement Noise Barriers. 

Mr. Jackson from Lavender Avenue, Blythe Bridge said that the replacement of the noise barriers on the Blythe Bridge By Pass has made no difference whatsoever and seems to be a complete waste of money.   He said that the height of the fencing in some areas near slip roads has been replaced with 8-10ft fencing but near to properties has only been replaced with the same height. 

The clerk explained that the work was not yet completed and that the replacement fencing should be of a higher specification than the old single board fencing. 

Mr. Jackson also raised the issue of the wire mesh fencing abutting Lavender Avenue, which was in a dreadful condition with shrub overgrowth encroaching on to the highway. 

Council agreed to: 

1) Ask Trevor Still of the Highways Agency to clarify why there is a difference in the height of the replacement noise barrier;  to provide specification for the replacement barrier together with cost of project;  to provide the results of the noise monitoring exercise;  to provide present traffic flow data compared to previous years. 
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2) Report overgrowth to Staffordshire County Council ‘Clarence’ department. 

3) Ask Staffordshire County Council for an update on the ownership of the mesh fencing.   The last progress report from the County was that they were checking with their legal department. 

3.2 County Council Report. 

In the absence of County Councillor W. Day there was no report. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

4.
INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 



There were no reports under this agenda item. 

5.        TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:




Council Meeting of 20th July 2009.



RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


Minutes Page 194 – agenda item 3.1.


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave update on police initiatives in the area: 

“Twelve £50 fixed penalty tickets have been issued for breaching the alcohol exclusion zone in Blythe Bridge in the last three months.   A joint test purchase exercise with Trading Standards resulted in a fixed penalty being issued to a local wine shop for sale of alcohol to underage. The police are currently targeting a key individual in the area who is known to repeatedly offend and commit anti social behaviour.   The targeting has led to the individual being arrested three times.  He is currently bailed with conditions and is pending a post conviction Anti Social Behaviour Order.   Another individual from Blythe Bridge who commits violence and public order offences was also targeted by the police and he has recently received eight months imprisonment and was at the centre of a protracted enquiry by PC Neil Lawton into two warring local families – the downside of which being that his visibility was reduced due to being involved with around five linked arrests.   Two other key troublemakers have been given anti social behaviour contracts and two others are currently being addressed through the anti social behaviour forum.   Another individual who causes anti social behaviour linked to drinking has been bailed not to enter Blythe Bridge.   The dedicated anti social behaviour police car has a roving brief and has supplemented Blythe Bridge on a Friday and Saturday evening throughout the last three months.  In conjunction with Moorlands Housing, the Police have recently canvassed local residents to assess the impact of anti social behaviour on them and to progress any issues. P.C. Neil Lawton has recently responded to graffiti at Blythe Bridge recreation ground by visiting all those named and also by linking in with the local school to get out the appropriate enforcement message.”
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Minutes Page 197 – agenda item 4. 


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that following the initial meeting with District Council officials to discuss Dog Fouling problems within the Parish a further meeting has been convened for Friday September 18th 2009.   She also advised that a new Dog Warden commenced employment with the District Council on 17th August 2009. 

7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1 The clerk’s report was received and noted. 

7.2 Outside meetings. 

There were no meeting dates to note.

7.3 To following circulation material was made available to members:

· NALC – Direct Information Service Issue No. 714 and 715.

· Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Archive Service – Time 2 Time Summer      2009 issue. 

· The Wildlife Trust – Staffordshire Wildlife, Natural World and Annual Review.

· Staffordshire Moorlands Community and Learning Partnerships – Summer Activities Brochure.

· Staffordshire Police – August 2009 Newsletter.

8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Pedestrian Crossing Facility, Forsbrook.

A copy of the proposals had been circulated to all members with the agenda with a copy being displayed on the Forsbrook notice board.  It was noted that all technical questions should be directed to Mick Ferguson on 01785 276688 and comments on the proposals to County Councillor W. Day. 

A lengthy debate on the scheme took place and the clerk was instructed to write to County Councillor W. Day with Council’s comments as outlined below: 

“As requested in letter from Neil Porter, Project Manager for Staffordshire County Council dated 3rd August, Council has asked me to register the following response to the proposed plans for a pedestrian crossing facility in Forsbrook. 

Firstly, all Councillors recognise the need for safe pedestrian facilities in Cheadle Road, Forsbrook and without going over old ground were delighted when a few years ago the County Council agreed to install a signal controlled crossing which it is felt by Councillors would have been a more safer option as it would have meant that traffic would have had to stop to allow pedestrians to cross the road.   This type of crossing was also fully supported by a County Council Safety Audit report.   The difference between that proposal and this current proposal is that traffic is not obliged to stop, it is down to pedestrians to negotiate crossing when considered safe to do so.   It is also noted that this current proposal is the only one being considered by the County Council so it is really a fait accompli. 
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Members of Forsbrook Parish Council would like the following points noted in the consultation document. 

a) With the installation of the build outs the width of Cheadle Road will be considerably narrower and taking into consideration the size of the HGV’s, pedestrians waiting on the central refuge could feel very vulnerable.   

b) If the actions of the drivers of the large Spar vehicles in reversing into Chapel Street are not prohibited the central refuge could be the subject of continual damage.

c) Councillors understand the need for business customers to park and have easy access to the outlets they are visiting and we do not in any way want to restrict this.   Perhaps a larger ‘Car Park’ sign directing motorists to the car park in Chapel Street, which nearly always has parking spaces will ease the parking situation and reduce the number of vehicles who continually park in restricted areas. Councillors are also quite concerned that the buses pulling up by the bus stop immediately next to the build out will not have sufficient room to negotiate back into the line of traffic.

It is felt that the driver will be encouraged to stop the bus in the line of traffic which will have the adverse effect of holding up traffic on the bad bend by The Roebuck. 

d) Councillors also suggest that bollards should be erected at both sides of the build outs, which will be visually seen by motorists as there is an habit at the moment of cars pulling and parking on the pavement area adjacent to Spar in the exact location of the proposed build out.  

e) Council also wish to stress the need for permanent SiDs as you enter Forsbrook possibly in the locations where the mobile SiDs were situated. 

At the site meeting the clerk understood that a full Safety Audit has been undertaken and Council would like a copy of this as it is possible that all the above points have been covered in the Safety Audit together with facts to substantiate that the proposed location for the pedestrian refuge is in the safest possible location.” 

8.2
Playdale Playgrounds Limited – subject:   New Play Equipment.

It was agreed to discuss the costs for the after sales service and annual inspection at the January 2010 Finance Committee meeting when the 2010/2011 precepts were set. 

8.3
Mrs. H. Rowlands, 11 Eastbank Ride, Forsbrook – subject:  Tree on open space adjacent to the Butchers Arms. 

The clerk distributed photograph showing the tree Mrs. Rowlands was complaining about and reported that Town and Country Services do undertake annual maintenance on the lower branches.   It was agreed to ask Steve Massey from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council, who is their tree specialist to undertake a site visit and advise on what pruning would be appropriate. 

8.4
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject:   Stansmore, 30 Green Lane, Blythe Bridge. 

To receive details of the District Council’s complaints procedure and to note that a letter has been sent by the District Council Planning Department to the residents 
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who have registered concern at the decision to grant planning approval for the proposed extensions to the above property. 

8.5
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject:   Local Development Framework – Site Allocations Development Plan Document. 

It was noted that the District Council is seeking Parish and Town Councils views on potential development sites as follows: (a)  Is there a need for a specific allocation in your town/village that the District Council may not have identified? (b) What background evidence is there to support this?  (c) Are there any sites that the Parish/Town Council considers may be suitable for development?   

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton suggested forwarding a copy of the Parish Plan together with sites where housing development is planned as well as making reference to previous single and large-scale developments in the area, including the Stallington Hall housing development and the impact this is having on the infrastructure.    Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker referred to the Parish Plan and said that there seemed to be inconsistency in the survey results.   70% of respondents thought there should be provision for affordable housing but 66% felt there was no need for any provision for sheltered housing.    He said that in his opinion there was an increasing elderly population and their housing needs should be considered and suggested that land between Catchems Corner and Grindley Lane should be identified as a possible development site.   It was the general opinion of Councillors that should this particular open space be developed the Parish would become part of the Stoke-on-Trent urban sprawl and were concerned that there would be a loss of identity as a large village. 

After a lengthy debate it was agreed to forward the following response: 

“Thank you for your letter dated 21st July 2009 reference 7540/RW.

Enclosed herewith is a copy of our Parish Plan survey results from which you will see that Section 7 details the response from residents regarding housing provision. 

Sites in the area which have recently received planning permission where it is envisaged to build more than one property but where development has not yet commenced are: 

1) Site adjacent to Blythe Bridge Post Office – planning permission for 3 terraced properties. 

2) Smithfield Hotel, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – demolishing of Public House and construction of 12 properties. 

There are also other sites where planning permission has been requested but refused as the design and scale of the proposals did not conform to the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Development Plan namely The Furlongs, Cheadle Road, Forsbrook and The Rectory, Cheadle Road, Forsbrook.   However, it is highly possible that the applicants will submit amended planning applications in the near future. 

Since 2006, the date from which we understand new developments will be included in the site allocation document there has been a considerable number of single dwellings which have been constructed within the Parish together with multiple 
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dwellings – 57 properties have been completed by Cameron development on Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge, Moorlands Housing have provided 12 flats/houses in Cheadle Road, Forsbrook and 4 apartments have been built opposite the Black Cock on Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge.   In addition to the above developments, there has also been a very large development consisting of hundreds of houses/apartments at the former Stallington Hospital site in Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge and the village is already suffering with traffic levels generated from this site.   There is traffic flow data available from the County Council, which illustrates the number of vehicles passing through Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook on roads, which are just not suitable. 

Page 57 of your Core Strategy Development Plan Document states “The Council will limit housing development in these areas primarily to that which is required to meet local needs by identifying an appropriate level of allocation and by resisting large scale housing development on unidentified sites.”  (Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook have been included in these areas).  We hope that this statement will be adhered to. 

There seems to be properties for sale in Forsbrook and Blythe Bridge of all scales and price brackets and should Moorlands Housing be interested in adding more to their housing stock The Smithfield Hotel site is presently on the market and if this could be used for bungalows for the elderly we are sure there would be a demand as the site lies opposite a railway station and is on the main bus route.    

It is an accepted fact that Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook housing stock has grown considerable over the last three decades and what the Council and residents certainly do not want is for the Parish to be an extension of Stoke-on-Trent. 

Council has asked that they be kept fully updated with regard to any proposed development or allocations within the Parish.”

8.6
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject:   Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on Revised Statement of Gambling Policy. 

To note that the revised statement of gambling policy is available on the Council’s website at www.staffsmoorlands.gov.uk.   The closing date for responses is 30th October 2009. 

8.7
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Watchdog alerts. 

To receive the latest watchdog alerts and to note that these warnings have been included on the Council’s website. 
 

8.8 To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

From:






Subject:

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council

Business Rates Deferral Scheme Application Form. 

Co-operative Financial Services
Details of Merger between The Co-operative Financial Services and Britannia Building Society. 
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Leek Twinning Committee
Exhibition at England’s Gallery as part of the Reconciliation Celebrations – require photograph of memorial. 

Staffordshire County Council 
Bus Service changes – 6a Biddulph to Blythe Bridge will now run every 30 minutes.   D&G Coach Service Longton to Cheadle involves minor retiming with the introduction of a new journey at 9.05. 

Staffordshire County Council
Grit bin criteria. 

Email Exchanges:

Staffordshire County Council (Clarence)
Grass verges.


Repairs/replacements of road signs.


Overgrowth.


Potholes.

Staffordshire County Council (David Greatbatch)
Drainage works in Caverswall Old Road.


Cutting of grass and weed treatment schedule.

Staffordshire County Council (William Day)
Drainage work in Caverswall Old Road and update on the Area survey.

Staffordshire County Council (Rights of Way)
Footpath issues and repairs to Clapper bridge. 

Staffordshire County Council (Renee Hardman)
New play equipment.

Staffordshire County Council (Margy Woodhead)
Loan of marquee and large drinking flasks for official opening of play equipment. 

Staffordshire County Council (John Knott)
Marking of football pitch. 

Neighbourhood Watch
Owl police messages.

Co-operative Society
Untidy grassed area at entrance to The Late Shop.

Moorlands Housing
Litter on footpath from Mount Road to Brook Close.

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Update on official opening day arrangements for the new play equipment. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Deterrent camera signage. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
Links for meetings etc. 

Staffordshire Police
Parking problems in Stallington Road, Blythe Bridge.


Incident between the clerk and youth on the recreation ground. 

Bell-Pottinger
Sub Station in Draycott Old Road. 
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National Grid
Sub Station in Draycott Old Road. 


(The clerk reported that work on the steps to the sub station was due to commence during the next few weeks).

Gary Bentley
Jet washing of play equipment and rubber safety surfaces.

Councillor P. Jones
Planning policy regarding erection of porch. 

North Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership
Youth Payback services.

Staffordshire Parish Councils Association
Monthly updates/training course/consultations.


Volunteer shortage for various groups. 


Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 – protection of affordable rural homes. 

Owl Messaging Service
Crime incidents. 


Recruitment of new members for the Moorlands East Crime Prevention Panel. 

9. PLANNING.

9.1       Planning Application: 

· 00712/FUL – The Leash, 51 Caverswall Road, Blythe Bridge – replacement rear conservatory. 

· 00738/FUL – Land Opposite Cash Heath Farm Cottages, Forsbrook – erection of stables and haystore.  

· 00794/FUL – Clematis Cottage, Daisy Bank, Boundary Road, Boundary – two storey and single storey front extension. 

RESOLVED: 

· To respond as follows: 

· 00712/FUL – to raise no concerns. 

· 00738/FUL – to ask the officer to refer to the historical background of the site and consider the impact on green belt/special landscape area and effect the proposals will have on the adjacent grade 11 listed buildings. 

· 00794/FUL – to raise no concerns providing the scale and design were in keeping and the proposals have no adverse effect on the privacy of adjacent properties. 

9.2       Planning Approvals:  

The following planning approvals were noted: 
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· 00586/FUL – Roshni, 19 Cheadle Road, Forsbrook – replacement kitchen extension and external staircase. 

· 00602/FUL – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – change of use of agricultural land to ménage. 

9.3       Planning Refusal: 

There were no planning refusals for the period in question. 

9.4       To note and deal with other planning matters. 

Appeal:  Land adjacent to 459 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – alleged breach of planning   control.   To note that the appeal made by Mr. J. D. Jackson to the Secretary of State in respect of the above site and alleged breach of planning control is now being decided on the basis of written representations and not by a public enquiry. 

Allotments:   The clerk reported that she has received an enquiry from Mr. Ken Jones of Church Terrace, Cheadle Road, Blythe Bridge regarding the provision of allotments in the Parish.   It was agreed to respond to Mr. Jones advising him that the Parish Council owned no land, which would be suitable but to suggest that he contact Cheadle Town Council as they were in the process of providing allotments in the area. 

10.
CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee said she had no cemetery matters to report. 

10.2   Cemetery Issues. 

Bulb Planting. 

It was agreed for Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier to plant more spring flowering bulbs at the cemetery. 

10. ENVIRONMENT:


11.1   Environment Report. 

Chairman of the Environment Committee Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said she had no environment issues to report. 

11.2 Deterrent Camera. 

Councillor A. J. Mould and clerk Mrs. Christine Snape were officially nominated to download and view photographs from the deterrent camera and to share photographic images with the Police.  

The following wording and layout was agreed for the deterrent camera signage. 
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WARNING

IMAGES ARE BEING MONITORED AND RECORDED FOR THE PURPOSES 

OF CRIME PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY SAFETY.

 FOR EXAMPLE: 

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, 

CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

AND DOG FOULING.

THIS SCHEME IS BEING CONTROLLED BY FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL –

 email address: forsbrookpc@btinternet.com 

                        
                             contact telephone number: 07532194335
11.3 Play Equipment.

The insurance premium for the new play equipment of £328.15 for period from 17th July 2009 to lst June 2010 was noted.  

It was agreed to continue to carry out patrols of the Recreation area until Open Day, after which the matter could be reviewed again. 

Police were being kept updated with regard to the damage being caused to the zip wire seat by a dog. 

11.4 Official Opening Day for Play Equipment. 

Councillor A. E. Wilson said that he was still able to loan chairs on the 16th September 2009.   

It was agreed to approach Forsbrook Primary School to see if their Country Dancing group could join in the celebrations as well as inviting the Brass Band of Blythe Bridge High School. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton suggested that Councillors inspect the changing rooms prior to 16th September to ensure that they were clean and tidy.   She also suggested having copies of the full Parish Plan Survey results available to view on 16th and to advertise the fact in local press.  Agreed.

11.5 Environment Issues.

The following environment issues were raised: 

	Issue
	Action Agreed

	Tree root growing through pavement on junction of Bridgwood Road/Cheadle Road, Forsbrook.
	Report to ‘Clarence’. 

	Grass growing in gutters.
	The clerk advised that this issue has already been reported to ‘Clarence’ and the weed spraying team were presently in the area. 
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	Newclose Avenue, Forsbrook – surface water on the unmade road washing gravel down on to the tarmac surface of Newclose Avenue. 
	Part of Newclose Avenue is unadopted and therefore does not come within the remit of Staffordshire County Council. 

	New illuminated signage at the Black Cock.
	It was noted that signage has been replaced like for like. 

	Hedge/Tree overgrowth on footpath linking Brook Close with Mount Road, Forsbrook.
	It was noted that this issue has already been reported to Moorlands Housing. 

	Broken fence panels on footpath linking Cheadle Road with Brook Close. 
	The clerk advised that this matter has already been reported to the SCC Rights of Way Department. 

Agreed to write to the owner of the premises. 

	Road surface condition of Cheadle Road.
	Already reported to ‘Clarence’.


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton suggested that a monthly report be issued to County Councillor W. Day to make him aware of all outstanding County Council issues.   Agreed. 

12.
FINANCE:
12.1 Bank balance.

It was noted that the bank balance as at 31st July was: 

	Community Direct Account 
	19603.49

	14 Day Account
	42685.98

	Outstanding debits
	(15700.01)

	Total
	46589.46


12.2   August 2009 Accounts. 

The following cheques were submitted for approval: 

	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401877
	Allianz Insurance
	328.15
	
	328.15

	401878
	Town and Country Services
	904.00
	135.60
	1039.60

	401879
	S.M.D.C.
	320.00
	48.00
	368.00

	401880
	Herron Group
	900.00
	135.00
	1035.00

	401881
	Wicksteed Leisure
	108.50
	16.28
	124.78

	401882
	Christine J. Snape
	873.20
	
	873.20

	
	
	
	
	

	Standing Order
	Eon
	38.09
	1.91
	40.00

	Total
	
	3471.94
	336.79
	3808.73


RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of August 2009 Accounts. 

The meeting concluded at 9.20pm.

Clerk to the Council 







Chairman 

