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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER 2008 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman),









Councillor A. J. Mould, 





Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, 





Councillor A. E. Wilson,






Councillor B. Yates.














IN ATTENDANCE: 

District Councillor J. W. Burgess,

Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),

Members of the public (1).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison, Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards, Councillor Miss. S. Farr, Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, Councillor F. J. Hopley, Councillor P. Jones and Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker. 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	Rights of Way Issues
	Councillor Mrs. P.A.Shufflebotham
	Personal – daughter works in SCC Rights of Way Department



Standing Orders were suspended. 

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Open Forum.

3.1.1 Resident’s Issues.

Residents raised no issues.

3.2 County Councillor’s Report. 

In the absence of County Councillor W. Day there was no report. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

4. INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 


4.1 Police Consultative Committee Meeting held on 2nd December 2008.

Notes from the above meeting were distributed to all Council members with the Agenda.
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4.2 Safer Routes to School Steering Group Meeting held on 4th December 2008. 

A copy of the most recent proposals under the above scheme had been distributed to all Council members with the Agenda, with the following points highlighted. 

(i) proposals regarding improvements at the Uttoxeter Road/Cheadle Road/Stallington Road junction are still being investigated.

(ii) it is the intention to remove the parking bay opposite the Co-op car park entrance.

(iii) the reduction in the width of the pavement adjacent to The Duke of Wellington will be included in the scheme provided there are no underground utilities.

(iv) access for bicycles along the private road behind The Smithfield and across Blythe Bridge High School playing fields is still being investigated.

(v) the position of the pedestrian crossing in Cheadle Road can be moved closer to Forsbrook Primary School’s access road provided a pavement can be constructed between the footpath that links Cheadle Road to Bridgwood Road and the Cheadle Road/Blythe Mount Park junction. 

(vi) works programme for the Scheme commences in February 2009.  

(vii) statutory regulation orders will be discussed with County Councillor William Day and County Councillor Ian Parry. 

(viii)
residents who will be affected by any part of the scheme will be consulted.   

(ix)
clarification is being sought to ascertain if the £100000 set aside for improvements to the Uttoxeter Road/Cheadle Road/Stallington Road junction is separate to the Safer Routes to School funding. 

(x) as part of the Safer Routes to School proposals Staffordshire County Council has been requested to investigate a weight restriction for Stallington Road. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton expanded on the above as follows: 

She said that in addition to (iv) Police Constable Neil Lawton raised at the Safer Routes to School meeting the possibility of reinstating an existing access/exit point to Blythe Bridge High School off Uttoxeter Road.   This would be situated at the point where the High School stonewall finishes and the Cameron Housing development begins.    This suggestion is now being investigated by the Safer Routes to School Engineering Team to see if, with the addition of a safety guardrail, this would provide a safe access/exit point.  She pointed out that this will increase the number of access/exit points for students and add to the number of guardrails, which will need to be erected throughout the village at various points.   She felt that guardrails are not attractive in a village environment and raised the question as to who will be responsible for them if they are damaged and in need of repair.   She also added that guardrails can only be installed on pavements of a certain width, as wheelchair access needs to be provided.   Her suggestion was that it would seem more logical to allocate funds to provide safe access/exit at one point – Cheadle Road, where the School Crossing Patrol warden is deployed and the school bus waits, instead of spreading school parking problems and congestion throughout the village at several locations.   With regard to the proposed cycle access which is being investigated behind The Smithfield she said that members of the Steering Group had raised concerns in that it is in an isolated spot, which is unlit and could attract anti social behaviour.   She added that this could also create additional parking problems on the adjacent roads.   She felt that the proposal to reduce the width of Uttoxeter Road on the junction of Caverswall Road was in contradiction to the improvements Council is trying to achieve adjacent to The Duke of Wellington by reducing the width of the pavement to provide two way traffic flow.   Caverswall Road is already narrow and there is little room to provide an additional pavement on The Smithfield side. 
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She updated members on the proposals for improvements at the Uttoxeter Road/Stallington Road/Cheadle Road junction which she said were no further forward and that any proposals at this location seem to be the blue print before any Safer Routes to School schemes around this junction can be fully considered.  

She said that members would be receiving a copy of the notes from the last Multi Agency Traffic Committee meeting held on 8th December 2008 from which it will be noted that Staffordshire County Council has been asked to undertake an Area Survey. 

She proposed that with regard to the intentions to install road humps in Caverswall Old Road, that Council write and inform residents of these plans together with putting details on the notice boards as she felt that there were other ways of slowing down traffic such as build outs, speed indicator signs etc.   She said that residents need to be aware that despite the consultation letter being sent to them by the Safer Routes to School Steering Group informing them that the traffic measures proposed have been agreed by the Police and Highways, there are alternative speed restriction measures.   Council members agreed that road humps create noise, damage vehicles and add to air pollution

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham said that she was in favour of road humps and from recent dialogue with residents understood that they welcomed these proposals.     Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton, Councillor A. J. Mould, Councillor A. E. Wilson, Councillor B. Yates and District Councillor J. W. Burgess said that they were opposed to road humps.

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham also said that by installing a pedestrian crossing adjacent to The Smithfield Hotel with the obligatory no waiting zigzag lines so close to the railway crossings would cause further congestion problems. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that the Safer Routes to School Steering Group were also looking at introducing a weight restriction on Stallington Road from the A50 bridge to Uttoxeter Road and from the Uttoxeter Road junction to the A50 (Chandri Cottage) junction. 

All the proposals were studied and discussed in great detail and it was agreed to write to Colin Nash, Chairman of the Safer Routes to School Steering Group as letter attached.   It was also agreed to write to the residents in Caverswall Old Road advising them that they would be receiving a letter from Staffordshire County Council and should they have any concerns whatsoever to respond accordingly. 

4.3 Multi Agency Traffic Meeting held on 10th November 2008.

Notes from the above meeting were distributed to all Council members with the Agenda.

5. TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:


Council Meeting of 17th November 2008.

RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1
The clerk’s report was received and noted. 
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7.2 There were no 'outside' meetings to be noted. 

7.3 The following circulation material was made available to members: 

· NALC – Direct Information Service Issue No. 697 and 698.

· Wildlife Trust Publications:   Staffordshire Wildlife and Natural World. 

8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1
Bill Cash MP – subject:   Issues that Council feel should be brought to his attention.


RESOLVED: 

· To advise Bill Cash of the issues for which Council would like his support – 

Traffic congestion;  Weight restrictions on Rural Roads;   Improvements to the Blythe Bridge By Pass Noise Reduction Barriers;   Improvements to the A50 roundabout;  Pedestrian Crossing in Forsbrook:   Adequate Youth Facilities at the Egerton Centre. 

To include in the letter the link to the You Tube site which highlights the dangers in trying to cross Cheadle Road in Forsbrook.

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham said that Mr. M. Shufflebotham had spoken to County Councillor W. Day regarding the You Tube video who had in turn brought this to the attention of County Councillor John Taylor, Leader of Staffordshire County Council. 

8.2
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Watchdog Alerts. 


The latest Watchdog Alerts were received and noted. 

8.3 To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

General:





Subject:

From:


The Royal British Legion
Donation receipts for the Poppy Appeal.

Cheadle Citizens Advice Bureau


Thank you for donation.

Mrs. A. Salt
Thank you for flower arrangement for her mother’s 90th birthday.


(Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton read the thank you card to members).
ICO






Freedom of Information Act. 

(It was agreed to ask the SPCA for guidance).

SMDC






Parish Precept. 

Staffordshire Police




Christmas card. 

County Councillor W. Day



Christmas card. 

SPCA
Training Programme and December 2008 Newsletter.

SCC
Supervision before and after school. 

(Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton read extract from the letter received from Peter Traves, Corporate Director of Staffordshire County Council as follows:  “My understanding is that there are two main entrances to the school and these are supervised by staff for ten to fifteen minutes before and after the school day.    Supervision is arranged by means of a rota and is what would be expected of any school.   The school does note have a responsibility to supervise pupils beyond the boundaries of the school itself.”) 
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Email Exchanges:

SMDC


Links to Agendas, Reports etc. 

SMDC (Iain Macdonald)


Traffic meeting.

Joanne Fullick, Staffordshire Police
Thank you for Police Consultative meeting notes. 

Herron Group


Parish Plan printing requirements.

SCC (Gail Edwards)
Follow up responses from Community Surgery.

Post and Times


Press release re traffic meeting.

Sentinel


Press release re traffic meeting.

Playdale Playgrounds Limited
Offer of assistance with funding bid for play equipment.

Joseph Edwards


Info on burials and memorials. 

Community Rail Partnership Officer
Police incident references for anti social behaviour at B.B. Railway Station.

Community Rail Partnership Officer


Railway timetables.

County Councillor W. Day


Community Pride work. 

SPCA
NALC press release of particular interest to QPCs.

SPCA


Executive vacancies. 

SPCA


Ideas for play equipment.

SPCA


Christmas greetings. 

SPCA


Christmas office closures.

SPCA
LAA Indicator N17 ‘An Environment for a Thriving Third Sector’.

SPCA
Revised rates for VAT on mileage claims.

SMDC
Community Engagement Plan.

SMDC
Litter collections. 

PC Neil Lawton
Police Surgery.


(Members were advised that there would be a police surgery on 3rd January 2009 between 2.00-3.00pm).

9. PLANNING.

9.1 Planning Applications: 

01996/FUL – 19 Blythe Mount Park, Blythe Bridge – single storey side extension. 

RESOLVED: 

· To raise no concerns regarding the above planning application provided the proposal has no adverse effect on neighbouring properties and complies with the guidelines recommended in the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan. 

9.2 Planning Approvals:  

The following planning approval was noted: 

01744/ADV – St. Peters Church, Blythe Bridge – free standing non-illuminated sign.
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9.3 Planning Refusal: 

The following planning refusal was noted: 

01723/FUL – Myrtle Grove, 60 Draycott Old Road, Forsbrook – demolition of single storey extension and building of two storey extension.

Reasons:  (1)   It is a requirement of the Local Planning Authority that all applications for new development must demonstrate a good quality of design that takes account of existing scale, character, mass, design, colour and materials, and the surroundings.    It is considered that the length of the proposal would result in an over elongated proportioned property that would appear as visually awkward.    Accordingly, the proposal is considered to be contrary to Policies B13 (A), N7 and H13(E) of the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan.   (2)  The application site lies within the countryside in an area that has been designated as part of the North Staffordshire Green Belt, where restrictive policies apply to protect the openness of the area.    It is considered that the proposed development would not amount to a ‘modest’ addition and would cumulatively result in significantly large increase in the size of the original dwelling.    The development consequently constitutes inappropriate development that would be inherently and materially harmful to the openness of the Green Belt.    The proposal is accordingly contrary to Policies N2 and H13(A) of the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan and P.P.G.13.

9.4 To note and deal with other planning matters. 

It was noted that the Planning Inspector has allowed Appeal reference APP/B3438/A/08/2075045/NWF –Touch Properties Limited – land at The Smithfield Public House, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

10. CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.

Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee said she had no issue to report. 

10.2 Cemetery Issues. 

No cemetery issues were raised. 

11. ENVIRONMENT


11.1 Environment Report. 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton, Chairman of the Environment Committee advised members of the following: 

(1) 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council is undertaking a periodic review of the Car Parking Strategy, which will include consultation on charges for rural car parks.   Councillor B. Yates said that if the emergency parking bay on the small car park on Uttoxeter Road was removed it would provide an additional two more parking spaces.    However, it was recognised that this allowed large vehicles to enter the car park via the barrier without there being any restriction on the height of the vehicles. 

Page 106

(2)
A local resident had reported a large group of teenagers causing a disturbance on Forsbrook car park, which unfortunately she had not reported to the police. 

(3)
CCTV is being installed on Blythe Bridge Railway Station in this financial year – possibly February 2009. 

(4)
With regard to the video recently posted on You Tube, which illustrates the dangers in trying to cross Cheadle Road (A521) in the centre of Forsbrook Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton proposed informing officers of the District Council, County Council and the Police
Members agreed.

11.2 The following environment issues were raised and action agreed.

	Issue
	Action

	Parking Obstruction – Poplar Close, Blythe Bridge.
	Councillor B. Yates said he would like to commend the police for their quick response in dealing with a parking obstruction. 

	Parking Obstructions.
	To advise the Police of the following areas where parking obstruction was a problem: 

Hillside, Beverley Crescent, Penk Road, Chaple Street, Uttoxeter Road. 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton asked members to make a note of registration numbers of vehicles so that these can be passed to the Police.

	Parking on grass verges – Dilhorne Road.
	The clerk was asked to clarify with Staffordshire County Council the stance they take with regard to this issue.

	Pot Holes – Elmwood Drive, Blythe Bridge.
	Report to ‘Clarence’.

	Blocked Drains – Caverswall Old Road, Forsbrook.
	Report to ‘Clarence’.

	Dog Fouling Stencils.
	The clerk advised that residents should request these personally if they want them applied to the pavement outside their property. 


12. COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Dates for Committee Meetings were agreed as follows: 

Cemetery:

Monday 5th January 2009 at 6.30pm. 

Environment:

Monday 5th January 2009 at 7.00pm. 

Finance:

Wednesday 7th January 2009 at 7.00pm. 

13.
FINANCE:

13.1 Bank Balance. 

To note bank balance as at 30th November 2008.

	Community Direct Account
	24982.64

	14 Day Account
	42535.65

	Outstanding debits
	(977.80)

	
	

	Total
	66540.49
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13.2 December 2008 accounts. 

The following cheques were submitted for authorisation: 

	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401815
	Town and Country Services
	175.00
	26.25
	201.25

	401816
	Curry & Bevans Limited
	188.24
	32.94
	221.18

	401817
	SMDC
	320.00
	56.00
	376.00

	401818
	SPCA
	10.00
	
	10.00

	401819
	Christine J. Snape
	1028.20
	
	1028.20

	401820
	Christine J. Snape
	183.93
	9.84
	193.77

	401821
	H. M. Customs & Excise
	843.84
	
	843.84

	Sub Total
	
	2749.21
	125.03
	2874.24

	Standing Order
	EON
	57.87
	10.13
	68.00

	Total
	
	2807.08
	135.16
	2942.24


  
RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of December 2008 Accounts. 

The meeting concluded at 9.00pm

Clerk to the Council






Chairman 

