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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 19TH JANUARY  2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman),





Councillor F. J. Hopley,





Councillor P. Jones,









Councillor A. J. Mould, 





Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, 





Councillor N. A. Stanier,





Councillor A. E. Wilson,






Rev. B. L. Whittaker.













IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. J. Thorp, Marches Energy Agency,

County Councillor W. Day,

Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),

Members of the public (1),

Press (2).
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillor Miss S. Farr, Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison and Councillor B. Yates. 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 


	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	Rights of Way Issues

St. Peter’s Church


	Councillor Mrs. P.A.Shufflebotham

Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker


	Personal – daughter works in SCC Rights of Way Department.

Personal - Served as Minister at St. Peter’s Church.



Standing Orders were suspended. 

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Open Forum.

3.1.1 Mr. Jeremy Thorp, Marches Energy Agency. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton welcomed Mr. Jeremy Thorp. 

Mr. Thorp said that the aim of the Agency was to encourage people to reduce carbon emission and to also reduce their energy bills.    The project has been running for 18 months in partnership with Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and Beat the Cold and is involved with local funded work, which would benefit carbon emission and energy efficiency.    Most of the activity so far has been by offering to look at energy use and provide advice on what people can do 

to reduce heating costs.   There is a need to engage with more people and possibly one way is to arrange for energy workshops inviting residents to come along to see what offers are available.    There is an energy workshop being held in Cheadle on 31st January 2009 at The Manor from 10.00am to 1.00pm and  Mr. 
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Thorpe extended a warm welcome to all Councillors to this event.   A similar event could be held in Forsbrook.   Mr. Thorp said that he recognised that it takes time to engage with the community and their organisation was happy to give energy audits in resident’s homes or provide contact details for companies.    Community buildings are also eligible.   Grants are available to finance 75% of the cost of feasibility studies (up to a maximum of £5000).   The remaining 25% match funding is normally charged to the community group.    However, in the case of Staffordshire, thanks to a special contribution by Staffordshire County Council this amount is only £100.   Information on the scheme was distributed to all members. 

Questions and Answers. 

PJ
What sort of take up has there been so far? 

JT
We have run four workshops in Shropshire with an average of 10 people attending each one.   The event in Cheadle will be the first in the Moorlands.

FJH
Will people attending be pointed in the direction of available grants? 

JT
There are not many grants but there is ‘Beat the Cold.   The Agency has approached manufacturers/suppliers to see if they will donate equipment such as air force heat pumps etc. 

FJH
Does the scheme cover roof insulation?

JT
I am not aware of any subsidies under this scheme that can help. 

WD
Have you approached senior citizen organisations? 

JT
We have provided the SMCVS with details and can do the same with any groups in Forsbrook/Blythe Bridge. 

AW
Does the scheme cover Scout Halls? 

JT
Yes. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked Mr. Thorp for attending the meeting and she encouraged all Councillors to attend the event in Cheadle. 

3.1.2 Resident’s Issues.

Residents raised no issues. 

3.2 County Councillor’s Report. 

County Councillor W. Day gave the following report on various County issues. 

Egerton Centre – Management Agreement. 

The agreement is ready for signing but representatives for Children and Lifelong Learning have expressed a wish to be given generous time allocation of the Egerton Centre.   Council will be kept updated. 



Staffordshire County Council Community Pride. 

Councillor W. Day said that as far as he was aware no work in three of his wards – Werrington,  Caverswall and Blythe Bridge had taken place.   He said that he was waiting to clarify the position with SCC Officer David Greatbatch and will report back to Council. 
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Councillor W.  Day quoted contents of email he had received from SCC Officer Mary Anne Raftery on several outstanding issues as follows (email responses shown in italics): 

A521 Cheadle Road/Uttoxeter Road/Stallington Road Junction. 

“This project has progressed this financial year through the consideration of a number of design options.    A local realignment scheme, which aims to improve visibility at the junction and provide better facilities for pedestrians, is currently in its preliminary design stage.    This scheme is being project managed by the Safer Routes to School team and construction works are currently programmed for the latter part of 2009/10.    Colin Nash is about to have a meeting with representatives of the High School to review the school’s access and egress points and their significance on the design of the junction improvement.”

Councillors said that despite repeated requests to clarify if £100000 had been set aside for improvements to this junction outside of the Safer Routes to School funding provision no assurance had yet been received from the County Council.   Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker said that he recalled Council being advised that the money was separate. 

Council asked if they could be kept updated with any proposals for this junction. 

Pedestrian Facilities in Forsbrook. 

“A review of pedestrian facilities in Forsbrook is currently underway.    This review will look at a number of potential improvements, with an emphasis on achieving current Local Transport Plan outcomes and achieving value for money.    It is only by justifying a scheme on this basis that it can be prioritised, over other worthwhile schemes, into the Forward Programme.    It is hoped that the conclusions of the review will be available by the end of February.” 

Councillor W. Day said that he fully understood the frustration of Councillors when audits had already been undertaken, a public meeting with residents held, the pedestrian crossing prioritised and money set aside for the scheme.     

Councillor P. Jones said that it just seemed a farce.   The same engineers who were reviewing the provision of a pedestrian crossing in Forsbrook were proposing to install one by Blythe Bridge Railway crossings, which in the view of Council was considered to be unnecessary and not safe at this particular location. 

Councillor F. J. Hopley suggested protesting strongly. 

Councillor W. Day said that issues take forever before being actioned and that the last four years have been the most difficult he has known as a County Councillor. 

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham said that she agreed with Councillor F. J. Hopley in that the only way to get anything done was to protest.   

Councillor W. Day advised that if protests are considered to ensure that they are legal, proper and safe. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton suggested waiting for the review decision in February before deciding on what specific action to take. 
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A521 Uttoxeter Road junction with Grindley Lane (Safer Routes to School). 

“Improvements for pedestrians in the vicinity of this junction are still being considered.    Notes of the SRS meeting held prior to Christmas will shortly be forwarded to Steering Group members for comment.    The notes will include details of the proposed parking restrictions, pedestrian guardrailing and bollards on the footway at the junction of Uttoxeter Road and Grindley Lane for your consideration.     If a scheme to improve facilities/safety for children on the route to school can be agreed for this location, then consultation on this design will be carried out with the local frontagers.” 

Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker asked if there were any audits/statistics to support any of the Safer Routes to School proposals. 

Councillor W. Day said that the Multi Agency Working Group had requested the County Council to undertake an Area Survey but such reviews are rare.   They are costly and lengthy and the benefit cannot be quantified.    He suggested liaising with adjacent Parish Councils  – Caverswall and Dilhorne to ask for their backing in requesting an Area Survey.

He concluded by advising that he had been unable to locate any Risk Assessment Audit, which had supposedly been carried out at the High School. 

Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker promised to find out more details. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

4.
INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 


4.1 Multi Agency Traffic Meeting. 

Notes from the meeting held on 8th December 2008 had been circulated to members with the agenda.
 

5.        TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:


Council Meeting of 15th December 2008.

Cemetery Committee Meeting of 5th January 2009. 

Environment Committee Meeting of 5th January 2009. 

Finance Committee Meeting of 7th January 2009. 

RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1 The clerk’s report was received and noted. 
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7.2 Dates and venues of  'outside' meetings were noted: 

· Staffordshire Moorlands Parish Assembly – 5th March 2009 at 7.30 in the Council Chambers, Leek. 

· Staffordshire Police – Blythe Bridge Police Surgeries – 15th February 2009 between 10.00-14.00 hours at Blythe Bridge Police Station and 7th March 2009 between 10.00-14.00 hours using the Community Bus on The Late Shop car park. 

7.3 The following circulation material was made available to members: 

· NALC – Direct Information Service Issue Nos. 699 and 700.

· Clerks & Councils Direct. 

8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1
Bill Cash MP – subject:   Local Issues. 


To receive the following response from Bill Cash MP to Council’s request for support on various issues: 


“I have now written to Staffordshire County Council with responsibility for the issues you raised on traffic congestion, the pedestrian crossing and the Egerton Centre and will write to you when I have a full response which addresses the points.”

8.2 Jeff Green, Staffordshire County Council (email)  – subject:  SiDs.

It was noted that the Speed Indicator Signs on Cheadle Road, Forsbrook have now been removed.   The clerk was checking with the County Council as to what the financial cost to the Parish Council would be for permanent ones.  

8.3
St. Peter’s Church, Forsbrook (email) – subject:   Church car park. 


Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker left the room whilst this issue was being discussed. 


To receive request from Rev. David Bickersteth for help/advice towards the re-surfacing of the church car park. 


RESOLVED: 

· To provide Rev. David Bickersteth with contact details for funding opportunities – County Council Members Initiative Fund, Moorlands Partnership Board, Staffordshire Moorlands Community & Voluntary Services and The Lottery Fund. 

8.4
David Barker, Staffordshire County Council (email) – subject:   Pedestrian Crossing, Forsbrook. 


To note that the scheme review is currently underway and that it is anticipated that the findings will be reported to Council in February 2009. 

8.5
Community and Local Government – subject:   Communities in control – Real people, real power:   Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity – A consultation. 
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To receive the above document and to note that the deadline for responses is 12th March 2009.    Any queries about the document should be directed to Karl Holden on 0207 944 5962 or publicitycode@communities.gsi.gov.uk.   

8.6
Staffordshire Strategic Partnership 2008-2011 – subject:   The Staffordshire Local Compact (draft v1). 


To receive copy of the above document and to note that responses are required no later than 30th January 2009.

8.7
Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association – subject:   December 2008 Newsletter. 


To receive copy of the above.    No issues were raised. 

8.8
Mr. Andrew Podmore, Tall Trees, 1 Caverswall Old Road, Forsbrook – subject:   Safer Routes to School proposals for Caverswall Old Road. 


To receive letter from the above resident (copy distributed to all members). 


RESOLVED: 

· To forward copy of Mr. Podmore’s letter to Colin Nash, Chief Engineer for the Safer Routes to School Project and to reply to Mr. Podmore, advising of action taken and at the same time providing him with a copy of the letter Council has written to Colin Nash regarding all the proposals. 

8.9
Community Council of Staffordshire – subject:   Best Kept Village Competition 2009.


To receive entry form for the above. 

8.10
Highway Agency – subject:   Noise Barrier on the Blythe Bridge By Pass.


To note that work has been commissioned to replace the existing Blythe Bridge By Pass noise barrier.     Scott Wilson have been appointed to carry out noise measurement and monitoring of the area before the start of the works under existing conditions, during the construction phase and finally when the work has been completed.    A draft letter is being delivered to local residents explaining the plans.   Work will take place mostly at night due to access and traffic congestion problems but the work will be done as quietly and quickly as possible to minimise disturbance to local residents.   There will be a short period when residents will have no noise protection in the period when the existing barrier is removed and before the new and improved barrier is constructed. 


Members of Council agreed that this was excellent news and hoped that it would reduce the noise level from the Blythe Bridge By Pass for the benefit of residents. 

8.11 To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

General

From:







Subject: 

Staffordshire County Council 


Winter Driving Leaflet.

Community Council of Staffordshire 
2009 Diary of Village and Festivals and Events. 

Victim Support 




Thank you for donation. 
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Cropper Ground Maintenance Services
Quotation for ground maintenance work.   Members agreed to remain with the present contractors  - Town and Country Services. 

Scott Wilson Limited 
Replacement of noise barrier on the 

Blythe Bridge By Pass – agenda item 8.10 refers.



Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 

Rural Services Network.

Emails:

Staffordshire Police 




Police Surgery – 3rd January 2009. 

Community Rail Partnership Officer


Alteration in train timetables.

Society of Local Council Clerks
SLCC Newsletter and invite to meeting.

Bishop of Stafford




Burial land consecration. 

SCC






Community Pride week.

County Councillor William Day
Community Pride week and Lavender Avenue fencing.

County Councillor William Day


Copy of letter to Colin Nash.

Sgt. David Shenton
Copy of comments from SCC on school supervision. 

All members of the Multi Traffic Committee

Info on ‘You Tube’ video. 

SCC (Noreen Moore)




Clapper Bridge, Forsbrook.

SMDC






Internet links for meetings. 

SMDC (Environmental Health)


Fly Tipping.

SMDC (Environmental Health)
Areas where dog fouling is a problem. 

SMDC (Environmental Health) 


Street name plate. 

SCC (Clarence)




Damaged signs. 

SCC (Clarence)




Pot holes – Elmwood Drive. 

SCC (Clarence)
Grit bin – Stratford Close, Forsbrook.

SPCA






Training Courses. 

SPCA






Info on ‘Well Being’ legislation. 

SPCA






Executive Committee vacancies. 


SPCA






Parish Clerk Vacancy.

SPCA
LAA Indicator N17 An Environment for a Thriving Third Sector’.  (Agenda item re info from SCC).

SPCA


VAT partial exemption.

SPCA


‘Closing the Gap Funding’.

SMDC (Environmental Health)
Replacement dog fouling bin for Tater Lane.

SMDC (Environmental Health)
Dog fouling problem on footpath linking Uttoxeter Road to Elmwood Drive. 

SCC (Clarence)
Blocked drains – junction of Uttoxeter Road/Cheadle Road/Stallington Road. 

SCC (Clarence) 
Damaged grass verges. 

SCC (Jeff Green) 
Permanent speed reduction measures for Cheadle Road, Forsbrook. 

SPCA
Freedom of Information details. 
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9.
PLANNING.

9.1 Planning Applications: 

01502/FUL – Stansmore, 30 Green Lane, Blythe Bridge – two storey side/rear extension and side carport. 

02066/FUL – 29 Eastbank Ride, Forsbrook – single storey rear extension. 

01998/FUL – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge.

RESOLVED: 

· To respond to the above planning applications as follows: 

01502/FUL – To raise concerns regarding the scale and design of the proposal. 

02066/FUL – To raise no objections providing the proposal, particularly with regard to the first floor mezzanine floor/balcony does not compromise the privacy of adjacent neighbours.

01998/FUL – To ask the officer dealing with this planning application if he is satisfied that the proposal is suitable in this green belt location. 

9.2 Planning Approvals:  

The following planning approvals were noted: 

01843/FUL – 73 Caverswall Road, Blythe Bridge – single storey side extension. 

01896/FUL – 203 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – two-storey rear extension and chimney to side. 

01905/FUL – 87 Elmwood Drive, Blythe Bridge – single storey side and rear extension. 

9.3 Planning Refusal: 

The following planning refusal was noted:

01804/FUL – Moor Green House, 120 Chapel Street, Forsbrook – change of use from former workshop to two-storey dwelling. 

Reasons:

(1)The proposed development would represent inappropriate development in the Green Belt and countryside designated as Special Landscape Area, contrary to Policies N2, N7 and N8 of Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan.    In particular, the inclusion of the full extent of the Applicant’s surrounding land ownership within the site area represents a potential harmful change to the openness and character of the area. 

(2) The submitted details have not demonstrated that there will be no significant impact on biodiversity of the area relating to the possible use of the building(s) by protected species or harm to the mature tree to the south-west of the workshop building, contrary to Government planning policy advice in P.P.S.9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and B.S.5837/2005 – Trees and Development.  

(3) The proposed alterations and additions to the existing building will adversely affect the character and appearance of the traditional outbuilding by reason of an excessive introduction of domestic features contrary to Policies N9, B13 and B21 of Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan. 

(4) The conversion of this outbuilding is contrary to Policy B21(F) of Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan, which advocates that every reasonable attempt to secure a suitable business use should be made before considering a residential conversion.   No evidence of considering this preferred commercial land use has been demonstrated. 
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9.4 Planning Issues: 

It was noted that the hearing for Appeal reference APP/B3438/C/08/2081142 – Land opposite 2 Cash Heath Cottages, Cash Heath, Forsbrook has been scheduled for Wednesday 18th February 2009.  

10.
CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.

Councillor Mrs. P. A. Shufflebotham, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee said she had no issues to report. 

10.2 Cemetery Committee Meeting held on 5th January 2009. 

RESOLVED: 

· To approve the recommendations of the Cemetery Committee as detailed in minutes pages 108 and 109.   

10.3 Cemetery Issues. 

No cemetery issues were raised. 

11.
ENVIRONMENT


11.1 Environment Report. 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton, Chairman of the Environment Committee said she had no issues to report. 

11.2 Environment Committee Meeting held on 5th January 2009. 

RESOLVED: 

· To approve the recommendations of the Environment Committee as detailed in minutes pages 111 and 112.   
11.3.1 Environment Issues.

	Issue
	Action 

	Blocked drain – entrance to Co-op car park.
	Report to Clarence.

	Pot hole – Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – adjacent to level crossings.
	Report to Network Rail that the pot hole is now considered to be dangerous.

	Litter – Butcher’s Arms Car Park
	Private land for which the tenant is responsible.

	Footpath 18 being used by horses that are leaving excess mud on the bridge over the brook, which makes it very slippery.
	Already reported to the County Council Rights of Way Department who is looking to lay hardcore.

The Chairman suggested trying to identify the culprits so that the Rights of Way Department could write to them. 

	Blocked Drains – Caverswall Old Road.
	The clerk reminded members that it was the intention of Staffordshire County Council to lay a new drainage system in 2009/2010.
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11.3.2 Playbuilder Funding – Minutes page 98 – agenda item 11.2.

The clerk updated members on the position with regard to the application for funding from the Playbuilders scheme.  



To-date there have been 58 applications within the County from the £1,129,552 funding pot from which approximately ten will be chosen for financial year 2009/2010.   District and Borough Councils within Staffordshire are submitting their own bids and there are nine intentions of applications, which have been submitted by groups in Staffordshire Moorlands.  

The next stage is for interested applicants to submit a comprehensive application form with site survey, layout, type of equipment envisaged, quotes etc. and ideally results from a public consultation.   The documents have to be signed off by Arne Swithenbank of SMDC who is the Case Officer for Staffordshire Moorlands by 6th March 2009 and then forwarded to Staffordshire County Council by 13th March 2009.     Time scale for the preparation is obviously very tight. Applications will be judged on a points system. Decisions will be known on or around 1st April 2009.    Work must be completed in the next financial year. Unsuccessful bids can be resubmitted for financial year 2010/2011.  Maintenance and insurance costs for the equipment will be the responsibility of the applicants.     Monthly reports will need to be given to the County once equipment is in situ to enable them to gauge the success of the project and the increase in user numbers.    

This type of environmental play equipment could be considered suitable for the scrubland behind the Village Hall, but unfortunately this land is not in the ownership of the Parish Council.     

RESOLVED: 

· To speak with Mr. Ray Bagnall, Chairman of the Village Hall Committee to see if the Committee would be agreeable in principal to releasing the area of land behind the Village Hall for this type of project. 

· To complete all the necessary documents in relation to the funding application for the equipment to be provided either on the Village Hall land or Recreation Ground. 

11.3.3 Dog Fouling. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton produced article from The Sentinel regarding dog fouling on the footway linking Uttoxeter Road to Elmwood Drive.    She said that the footway had now been cleaned but dog fouling in the Parish seemed to be getting worse.  The clerk has written to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council listing ten streets in Blythe Bridge and twelve in Forsbrook where dog-fouling problems have been identified and has asked the dog warden to patrol the area.    She suggested to Councillors to encourage residents to play their part and report offenders.   

The clerk was requested to ask for stencils on the footway and to arrange for a dog fouling sign to be erected. 

The clerk issued Councillors with the telephone number to report environmental health problems - 0845 6053014.  She said the system worked similar to Clarence and a reference number against any reports would be given. 
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12.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT - Publication scheme for information under the Freedom of Information Act, which comes into force on 1st January 2009. 

RESOLVED: 

· To approve the model publication scheme.

· To update web site accordingly. 

· To advertise information available to residents under this scheme on the notice boards. 

· To set a nominal fee of 10p. per A4 photostat copy.   Fee for any documents, which involve administration time to be agreed in advance with the person seeking the information. 

13.
FINANCE:

13.1 Finance Committee Meeting held on 7th January 2009. 

13.1.1
A copy of the Income and Expenditure Figures for period 1st April 2008 to 31st December 2009 including precept recommendations had been circulated to Councillors with the agenda.    No issues were raised. 

13.1.2 Finance Committee Meeting of 7th January 2009.

RESOLVED: 

· To approve the recommendations of the Finance Committee as detailed in minutes pages 113 and 114.   

· To issue the following press release: 

Parish Precept.

At Forsbrook Parish Council meeting on Monday 19th January 2009 Councillors agreed not to impose any increase to the Parish Council precept.    The Parish Council portion is only a very small part of resident’s Council Tax bills but in view of the present economic climate felt that this decision was a small gesture in recognising the financial situation some people are having to face.    Recreation, burial and memorial fees are also not being increased for year 2009/2010.   Despite making this decision Councillors were committed in maintaining or improving the level of service provided by the Parish Council.  

13.1.3 Precept for year 2009/2010.

RESOLVED: 

· To set a precept for year 2009/2010 of £45000.
13.2 Bank balance as at 31st December 2008.

	Community Direct Account
	22274.96

	14 Day Account
	42535.65

	Outstanding debits
	(1065.02)

	Total
	63745.59


Page 126

13.3 January 2009 accounts. 

The following cheques were submitted for authorisation: 

	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401822
	Town and Country Services
	715.00
	107.25
	822.25

	401823
	Mr. D. W. Shaw
	60.00
	
	60.00

	401824
	S.M.D.C.
	256.00
	44.80
	300.80

	401825
	J. G. Fenn
	63.42
	9.51
	72.93

	401826
	Christine J. Snape
	880.00
	
	880.00

	Sub Total
	
	1974.42
	161.56
	2135.98

	Standing Order
	Eon
	64.76
	3.24
	68.00

	Total
	
	2039.18
	164.80
	2203.98


  
RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of January 2009 Accounts. 

The meeting concluded at 9.15pm. 

Clerk to the Council 






Chairman

