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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20TH JULY 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman), 






Miss S. Farr,






Councillor S. P. Fox,






Councillor P. Jones,






Councillor A. J. Mould, 






Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, 






Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 






Councillor A. E. Wilson.

IN ATTENDANCE: 


County Councillor W. Day,






PCSO Daniel Peake,

Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),






Members of the public 






Press (1).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison, Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards, Councillor F. J. Hopley, Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker and Councillor B. Yates. 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	SCC Rights of Way Issues
	Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham 
	Personal – Daughter employed by SCC in the Rights of Way Department.

	Planning Application:

 00602/FUL
	Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier
	Daughter is neighbour of applicant.

	Grit Bin – Jasmine Close, Blythe Bridge.
	Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton 
	Lives in Jasmine Close.



Standing Orders were suspended.

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Report from PCSO Daniel Peake.

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton introduced PCSO Daniel Peake who said he was on duty and apologised in advance should he be called away. 

He said that he joined the Police Force in October 2008 and was the new PCSO for the area replacing PCSO Paul Coogan. The area has been extended recently to include Caverswall and Dilhorne and he along with PC Neil Lawton and PC Steve Critchlow were the local officers.    
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Over the past year car crime is down, violence and robbery are the same with an increase in burglary and anti social behaviour.    During the last month there has been 25 reported incidents of anti social behaviour in Blythe Bridge and Forsbrook.   Proactive steps are being taken with regular CCR Forums and the introduction of a citizens contact register where residents are asked what issues are of concern, which then go on to the police system.   There was a Police Surgery on 15th July 2009 and the police are working closely with the Youth Support Group.  He said he was working alongside the C&LP and was taking football sessions for the youth at the Egerton Centre.    The 0300 123 44 55 police number was being promoted to encourage residents to use it to report concerns.  Anyone found drinking in the alcohol free zone areas gets an initial warning but on the second occasion receives a fixed penalty ticket of £50.   Fifteen fixed penalty tickets have been issued and there are two anti social behaviour orders pending on youth who are believed to be ringleaders.   In North Staffordshire there are eight-part time PCSO’s and the Cheadle Division will have a share of two of these to help with policing in the area, particularly on a Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

PCSO Daniel Peake took questions. 

Question:   
 How many anti social behaviour incidents are alcohol related? 

Response:  
I presume the majority.   Anti social behaviour incidents have increased.    The Late Shop in Blythe Bridge and Spar in Forsbrook operate a stringent policy with regard to the sale of alcohol but there is concern regarding one outlet and the police are monitoring the situation.   There are fake ID’s being used and older youth are purchasing alcohol and selling it on.   The two youth with anti social behaviour orders pending may be the culprits. 

Question:
What is the position with regard to anti social behaviour on the path that links Mount Road with The Avenue? 

Response:
There have been quite a few calls regarding groups intimidating residents and damage to fences/hedges and these will be dealt with in the usual way with groups being moved on and if found drinking will be issued with fixed penalty tickets.  

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton thanked PCSO Daniel Peake for his report. 

3.2 Residents Issues.

3.2.1 Illuminated sign for The Black Cock, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

A resident said that he understood that the Black Cock Public House intended erecting an illuminated sign outside their premises. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that this would require planning permission and there were very strict guidelines.    The Parish Council has not yet received notice of a planning application. 

3.2.2 Planning Application - 00602/FUL – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge. 

It was noted that the Planning Applications Committee would be hearing the planning application on Thursday 23rd July 2009. 
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Applicant Mrs. Rhead handed the Parish Council a copy of the Officer’s report, which was recommending approval.   She said that the ménage was not for commercial use as rumoured and the plans had been done very carefully to take into account the impact on the neighbours, the health and safety of her family, with no added pollution or traffic and added that the plans meet the criteria of the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan.   With regard to invasion of privacy, she said that the ménage was a distance from neighbour’s properties in addition to an envisaged distance of 60-metres from any riders and properties.   The ménage will also sit about 4 ft lower than any of the neighbouring gardens.   

Several residents attended the meeting to support Mrs. Rhead.

Residents opposed to the application raised the following concerns. 

1) Diversion of footpath. 

The footpath around the above site has been diverted without permission. 

The clerk reported that she had spoken to the Rights of Way Department who had advised that the correct line of the footpath would be reinstated and the applicant had been given until the end of August to do so. 

2)
Effect on neighbours and the green belt. 

The proposed ménage is in green belt, will be visually obtrusive to neighbours and will have an adverse effect on their privacy.    The ménage will be far too close to properties.   Black rubber and black sand will be clearly visible.

3) Pollution

Noise emanating from the ménage was a concern to neighbours together with bales of hay stacked near to their property, which in warm weather smells.

4) Planning notice and time scale given for objections. 

The planning notice displayed near the site states that residents can comment on the application within 28 days from 26th June.   Residents are pursuing a legal challenge regarding the decision to allow the Planning Applications Committee to discuss this application before the deadline. 
5) Discrepancies in the application and officer’s report. 

Residents are disputing a statement made by the applicant regarding a 4’ 6” screen and have supplied supporting photographic evidence to the Planning Department.  They are also challenging two statements in the officer’s report regarding the fall of the land, which contradict one another. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that Council would be discussing the planning application under agenda item 9.1. 

3.3 Report from County Councillor. 

County Councillor W. Day gave the following report: 

1) The proposed one-way traffic system at Blakeley Hill is going ahead.  

2) The County Council will be working slightly differently with regard to reporting highway faults.   Guidance is presently being drawn up.   Highway officers will inspect all issues raised and provide time scale for work identified. 
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3) New plans have been drawn up to provide safe pedestrian access by way of a pedestrian refuge across Cheadle Road in the centre of Forsbrook and a site meeting was being arranged for week commencing 27th July 2009.    Councillor W. Day invited the Parish Council to send two representatives.   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton and Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham agreed to attend.    A copy of the plans will be provided by email to the Clerk prior to the meeting, for copying and distributing to all Councillors to enable them to make comments.    Councillor W. Day said that he had a couple of issues he wants to raise with the Highway Officers regarding signage. 

Standing Orders were reinstated.

4.
INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that all members have now received a copy of the notes from the meeting convened to discuss dog-fouling issues with District Council Officers.  At the meeting it was agreed for Forsbrook Parish Council to be the pilot Parish to identify the most effective way of identifying environmental concerns and deploying services. 

5.        TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:




Council Meeting of 15th June 2009.




Environment Committee Meeting of 23rd June 2009.




Environment Committee Meeting of 13th July 2009.


RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1
The clerk’s report was received and noted. 

7.2 Dates and venues of  'outside' meetings were noted as follows: 

· Society of Local Council of Clerks CPD Course on Monday 27th July 2009 at the Best Western Stoke-on-Trent Moat House – full day course. 

· Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – Clerk’s Interaction Review Wednesday 22nd July 2009.  (It was noted that unfortunately the clerk couldn’t attend because of a prior engagement). 
7.3 The following circulation material was made available to members:

· NALC – Direct Information Service Issue No. 711, 712 and 713.

· Staffordshire County Council – Public Transport Map June 2009. 

· Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2009 Issue. 

· Saferstaffs – Summer 2009 Issue.
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8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1
Moorlands Together – subject:   Multi-Agency Problem Solving Group.

Details of the above group and how to refer issues to them, which require a multi-agency response, were received and noted.     

8.2
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council/High Peak Borough Council – subject:  New Alliance Senior Management Team. 

It was noted that a briefing session has been arranged on 22nd July 2009 at the Council Chambers, Council Offices, Cheadle at 5.30pm to 7.30pm to enable Councillors to meet the new Alliance Senior Management Team to give them the opportunity to provide an understanding of the alliance-wide responsibilities.   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said that the venue has now been altered to the Guild Hall, Cheadle and that she would be attending. 

8.3
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Blocked Drains. 

A copy of the response to Council’s concerns regarding blocked drains had been distributed to all Council members.   The emails from Richard Higgs, Corporate Director of Development Services following email from Forsbrook Parish Council to Ron Hilton, Chief Executive of Staffordshire County Council were read by 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton but she said that the second letter from Staffordshire County Council Officer Ian Turner regarding work on blocked drains was very positive and the drain cleaning team were already undertaking work in the Parish. 

County Councillor W. Day reported that there was another £10m in the highway budget but that this would be no where near enough to repair the highway network, some of which needs serious rebuilding because patching is not acceptable and the highways department needs to look at better sustainable ways that are effective. 

8.4
Staffordshire Moorlands Parish Assembly – subject:   Parish Assembly meetings. 

Copy of minutes of 11th June 2009 were received and noted.  The next meeting was scheduled for 10th September 2009 in the Churnet Room, Moorlands House, Leek commencing at 7.30pm.    This meeting will provide the opportunity for individual parish representatives to discuss matters of particular interest to them on a one to one basis with officers from a range of council services.    Parish Council to advise of any service they would particularly like to see present by 7th August 2009.

8.5
Staffordshire Police – subject:   PCSO’s and parking obstructions/Update on vandalism to play equipment/Anti social behaviour. 

Response to Council’s letter (minutes page 181 reference 11.1) was received and noted.   (Copy distributed to all Council members). 
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8.6
Wicksteed Leisure Limited – subject:   Annual Safety Inspection. 

RESOLVED: 

· To ask Wicksteed Leisure to again undertake the Annual Safety       Inspection/Risk Assessment. 

8.7
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Community Watchdog News. 

Copy of the June edition of the above together with recent watchdog alerts were received and noted. 

8.8
Balfour Beatty Infrastructure Services – subject:   Maintenance on the A50 Stoke-Derby Link. 

Details of road closures for the above were noted.

8.9
The Highways Act 1980 – subject:   Gating Orders. 

Regulations for Gating Orders - (Minutes page 182 – agenda item 11.2) to be kept on file for future reference. 

8.10
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject:   Improvements to Leek Market Place 

To note that proposals for the refurbishment of the Market Place at Leek were reported to the District Council Cabinet meeting held on 23rd June together with the intended consultation process.   As part of the consultation a public meeting is being held on Thursday 16th July 2009 at 7.00pm in the Churnet Room at Moorlands House, Leek.  Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton said it was the intention to undertake the refurbishment in February/March 2010. 

8.11
Department for Transport – subject:   Parking on pavements and grass verges. 

To receive response to Council’s request regarding the above and to note that the responsibility for parking policies and their enforcement rests with the relevant authority – in our case Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.   (Copy of letter distributed to all members). 


RESOLVED: 

· To forward a copy of the letter to the District Council for further guidance. 

8.12     To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

General:







From:






Subject:

SMCVS
Minutes of meeting held on 10th March 2009. 

Staffordshire’s Safeguarding Children 

Board
Posters for Measure Up for Child Safety Week on 22-28th June 2009.   (Note:   Posters have been displayed on notice boards).
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Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
Recycle for Staffordshire Moorlands (Note:  Posters have been displayed on notice boards for Recycle Week 22-28th June 2009).

Staffordshire County Council (Highways)
Criteria for grit bins.   

European Parliament
Directive 1999/44/EC on sale of consumer goods and associated guarantees.   (Information to be kept on file).                                           

Emails:  To/From

Councillor P. Jones
Reporting hole adjacent to Blythe Bridge Railway crossings. (Note:   Clerk has contacted Network Rail who has advised that repair work will be undertaken in September. County Councillor W. Day promised to exert some pressure in bringing the repair work forward).

Faye Lambert, Community Rail Partnership 

Officer
Youth Payback Team work at B.B. Railway Station. 


It was noted that new anti vandal shelters have been ordered for the Station. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
Links for meetings. 

Staffordshire County Council 

Clarence Reports: 



Cheadle Road – overgrown hedge.



Cheadle Road – uneven pavement.



Brookgate – weeds on pavement. 



Caverswall Road – potholes. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Parish Plan analysis for dog related issues. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Web site details for Blythe Park Power. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
Questionnaire response as discussed at June Council meeting. 

Staffordshire County Council 
Footpath 0.1649 – clarification on definitive footpath. 

NALC
2009 Leadership Academy 15-18th September 2009 at Warwick University. 

Inspector Mark Rigby

Anti social behaviour.

Staffordshire County Council 
Footbridge over footpath 18 – Well Street. 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
Parking Enforcement Officers in Forsbrook Parish.

Heath House Farm

Thank you for flower container planting. 

Staffordshire County Council 
Grass cutting in front of the Egerton Centre. 

County Councillor W. Day
Request for update on Area Survey and Forsbrook Square road improvements. 

LexisNexis

Arnold Baker 8th Edition order. 

Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association
Details of meetings/training courses. 



Funding ideas.



Mobile Phone Directory.



Stoke-on-Trent Children’s Hospice. 



Web site design details. 


Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.
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  Gary Bentley
Play area work. 

           Renee Hardman (SCC)
Opening day for play equipment and signage. 

           SLCC
CPD Course on 27th July 2009. 

           Mrs. T. Knight
Copy of email to Trevor Still, Highways Agency re replacement noise barriers. 

           Mrs. T. Knight
Copy of email to District Councillor Mrs. G. Burton asking which authority is 


responsible for maintaining bushes/trees/hedges, which are overhanging the footway. 

         Mrs. C. Webb, Playdale
Details of Jungle Climbing range. 

         Sgt. Tim Cooke
Update on action taken with regard to complaint of anti social behaviour on the Recreation car park. 


9.
PLANNING.

9.1     
Planning Applications: 

· 00554/FUL – 8 Green Lane, Blythe Bridge – construction of 2 No. Brick Pillar Gate Posts. 

· 00583/FUL – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – erection of 6-foot high fence. 

· 00602/FUL – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – change of use of agricultural land to ménage. 

· 00621/FUL – Lyndene, Quabbs Lane, Forsbrook – double garage. 

RESOLVED: 

· To respond as follows: 

· 00554/FUL – Councillors noted that the above brick pillar gate posts were already erected.   To raise no concerns. 

· 00583/FUL - It was noted that the government has changed the criteria for fencing abutting/facing the highway from 3 to 1 metre above ground level and as the Council has no previous knowledge or guidelines with regard to fencing it was agreed to ask the planning officer to consider what fencing/hedges were previously erected and the effect of the new fencing on the street scene. 

· 00602/FUL – It was noted that this planning application was being reported to the Planning Applications Committee on Thursday 23rd July. There is considerable historical background to the site, which the planning officer is fully aware of and will no doubt be referring to in his report to the Committee.  Councillors considered all the points raised by the applicant and adjacent neighbours earlier in the meeting and it was agreed to ask the Planning Applications Committee to consider whether a ménage is appropriate in the countryside in this green belt location bearing in mind that people living in the countryside have the right to be able to enjoy privacy and tranquillity without potential noise and disturbance (Article 8 of the Human Rights Bill) and to point out that the area lies within a flood zone.   

Page 202

The clerk was also asked to raise the issue highlighted by residents regarding the date on the planning notice and the fact that the Planning Applications Committee were meeting before the deadline. 

· 00621/FUL – It was noted that this application was a resubmission of planning application 00269/FUL with the garage being reduced in size.    It was agreed to raise no concerns providing the planning officer was satisfied that the previous reasons for refusal have been addressed. 
9.2       Planning Approvals:  

The following planning approvals were noted: 

· 00333/FUL – Blythe Bridge Railway Station – Communications Mast. 

· 00493/FUL – 59 Portland Drive, Forsbrook – single storey side and rear extension with replacement pitched roof to porch. 

· 00521/FUL – Stansmore, 30 Green Lane, Blythe Bridge – two/single storey side and two storey rear extensions.  (Refer to agenda item 9.4.2) 

9.3       Planning Refusal: 

The following planning refusal was noted: 

00269/FUL – Lyndene, Quabbs Lane, Forsbrook – detached garage/workshop. 

Reasons:   “The application site lies within the open countryside in an area that has been designated as part of the North Staffordshire Green Belt and Special Landscape Area, where restrictive policies apply to protect the openness of the area and quality of the landscape.    It is considered that the scale of the proposed development would be overly excessive for its sensitive location and is too large to be considered to fall within the tolerable definition of modest.    The proposal would unacceptably erode the openness of the Green Belt and detract from the quality of the landscape and accordingly, by definition, would amount to inappropriate development.   Moreover, it is considered that the building would appear visually odd by virtue of its elongated proportions and due to its awkwardly/poorly positioned openings would have a visually unbalanced frontage.   Therefore, the proposal fails to accord with Policies N2, N7, N8, N9, B13 (A) and H13 of the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan and guidance contained within PPG2.”

9.4       Planning Issues:  

9.4.1
Appeal Reference:   APP/B3438/A/08/2088950/NWF – The Furlongs, Cheadle Road, Blythe Bridge – demolition of existing property and construction of four new detached dwellings and private driveway. 

It was noted that the Planning Inspectorate has dismissed the above appeal.    A copy of the full report can be viewed on the following website: 

www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk 
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9.4.2 Planning approval 00521/FUL – Stansmore, Green Lane, Blythe Bridge. 

Councillor P. Jones handed the Chairman three letters from residents who lived in Green Lane who were incensed at the decision to approve the above application, which had only been slightly amended by the omission of a conservatory from the previous applications, which were refused.     The clerk was requested to forward copies of the letters to the Head of Planning and Building Control Mr. Mike Green asking him to advise the residents on the formal procedure for filing complaints. 

10.
CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee said she had no matters to report. 

10.2 Cemetery Issues. 

No cemetery issues were raised. 

11.
ENVIRONMENT:

11.1 Environment Report. 


Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that the installation of the new play equipment would be completed on 21st July 2009 and that she was sure it would bring a lot of enjoyment.   The junior goal posts have been resited and rubber matting has been installed to prevent unnecessary wear and tear around the goalmouths.    Dog fouling was a persistent problem on the recreation ground and it was felt that positive action from the newly appointed dog warden would help as well as displaying official notices advising that fixed penalties will be issued to irresponsible dog owners.
11.2 Environment Committee – Meetings of 23rd June 2009 and 13th July 2009, including Parish Plan and Newsletter proposals.

RESOLVED: 

· To approve the recommendations of the Environment Committee Meetings – minutes pages 184 – 193.

11.3 Environment Issues.

No environmental issues were raised. 

12.
FINANCE:
12.1 Bank balance. 

It was noted that the bank balance as at 30th June 2009 was: 

	Community Direct Account
	29798.53

	14 Day Account 
	42685.98

	Outstanding Debits
	(1078.76)

	Outstanding Credits
	240.00

	Total
	71645.75
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12.2 July 2009 Accounts. 

The following cheques were submitted for approval:

	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401862
	Allianz Insurance plc 
	101.76
	
	101.76

	401863
	Heath House Farm
	291.00
	50.93
	341.93

	401864
	Qstar
	4000.00
	600.00
	4600.00

	401865
	Mr. D. Ingman
	125.00
	
	125.00

	401866
	S.M.D.C.
	576.00
	86.40
	662.40

	401867
	NALC
	13.50
	
	13.50

	401868
	LexisNexis
	59.05
	
	59.05

	401869
	J. G. Fenn Limited
	66.97
	10.04
	77.01

	401870
	Christine J. Snape
	873.20
	
	873.20

	401871
	Town and Country Services
	1491.00
	223.65
	1714.65

	401872
	S.M.D.C.
	128.00
	19.20
	147.20

	401873
	Christine J. Snape
	184.91
	1.50
	186.41

	401874
	Cancelled
	
	
	

	401875
	Chris Brian
	1032.50
	7.50
	1040.00

	401876
	Playdale Playgrounds Limited
	13303.50
	1995.53
	15299.03

	
	
	
	
	

	Standing Order
	Eon 
	38.09
	1.91
	40.00

	Total
	
	22284.48
	2996.66
	25281.14




RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of July 2009 Accounts.

12,3
Income and Expenditure – lst April to 30th June 2009. 

Income and Expenditure accounts for the above period were distributed to Councillors at the meeting.    



The meeting concluded at 9.25pm.

Clerk to the Council








Chairman

