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FORSBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH JUNE 2009 AT BLYTHE BRIDGE AND FORSBROOK VILLAGE HALL.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Councillor Mrs. G. Burton (Chairman), 






Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards,






Councillor S. P. Fox,






Councillor A. J. Mould, 






Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, 






Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, 






Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker, 






Councillor A. E. Wilson.

IN ATTENDANCE: 


Mrs. C. J. Snape (Clerk),






Members of the public (3)






Press (1).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies were received from Councillor Miss S. Farr, Councillor Mrs. S. A. Harrison, Councillor F. J. Hopley, Councillor P. Jones, Councillor B. Yates and County Councillor W. Day.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

	Item
	Member declaring interest
	Nature of interest

	SCC Rights of Way Issues
	Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham 
	Personal – Daughter employed by SCC in the Rights of Way Department.



Standing Orders were suspended.

3.
OPEN SESSION.

3.1 Residents Issues.

There were no questions from the residents who attended the meeting. 

3.2 Report from County Councillor W. Day. 

In the absence of County Councillor W. Day, there was no report. 

Standing Orders were reinstated.

4.
INFORMATION AND REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING  'OUTSIDE' MEETINGS'. 



Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that she had attended the Staffordshire Moorlands Parish Assembly on the 11th June along with Councillor Miss S. Farr.   Paul Rochfort, Principal Rights of Way Officer at the County Council gave an interesting presentation on rights of way 
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issues and Mark Forrester, Head of Communities at the District Council gave an interesting briefing on how Parish Councils will be able to report unresolved issues to the Multi Agency Problem Solving (MAPS) Group meetings, who meet every two weeks.   Mr. Forrester will be writing to all Parish Councils shortly with more details of the group. 

5.        TO APPROVE DRAFT MINUTES OF:

Annual Parish Meeting of 13th May 2009.




Council Meeting of 18th May 2009. 


RESOLVED: 

· To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record. 

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. 


Page 166 agenda item 11.5 – Litter problems associated with business premises. 

It was noted that all food outlets have received a visit from Environment Officers and have been provided with notices to display in their premises and made aware of their responsibilities.   The Late Shop and Coral Bookmakers have received individual letters because they were perceived to be more of a problem. An Environment Officer is again visiting the Parish on Monday 15th June to view the situation after a weekend as his last inspection was undertaken on 27th May 2009, which coincided with a litter pick/pavement sweep by Environment Services.    It was brought to Council’s attention that one outlet in the Parish has recently been fined for selling alcohol to underage youth. 

Page 171 agenda item 14.3 - Clapper bridge and damage to footbridge, Well Street, Forsbrook.

To note that Staffordshire County Council are seeking estimates for the structural work required to the clapper bridge and have asked for clarification on exactly what damage has been done to the footbridge which the clerk has provided.   Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards reported that the footbridge was repaired and damaged again.   The clerk was asked to report this to the Rights of Way Department. 

Page 172 agenda item 14.3 - Untidy building sites. 

To note that there is no legislation to force owners to tidy up their land/property and there is no time scale for developers to complete building work providing some work has already taken place.      Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker whilst accepting this said that in view of the history of the old newsagents site a material consideration would be whether the proposed development would be carried out and the District Council need to be aware of particular sites that may present a problem.   Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards reiterated that if the site/premises are safe and the public cannot gain access there is no action that can be taken by the District Council and whilst once planning permission is given, the applicant has three years to commence work there are no restrictions with regard to time scale for completion. 

Page 172 agenda item 14.3 – Condition of steps leading to the Gas Sub Station in Draycott Old Road. 

To note that Transco are clarifying who is responsible for the steps.   Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards reported that Transco security tape was now across the steps restricting access so obviously they had accepted responsibility. 
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Page 172 agenda item 14.3 – Fencing behind the Bake Shop, Cheadle Road, Forsbrook. 

To note that Staffordshire County Council Rights of Way Department have been advised regarding the debris on the footpath. 

7.
CLERK'S REPORT.

7.1
The clerk’s report was received and noted. 

7.2 Dates and venues of  'outside' meetings were noted as follows: 

· Staffordshire Moorlands Neighbourhood Watch Association AGM – Thursday 11th June 2009 at 7.30pm at The Churnet Room, Moorlands House, Stockwell Street, Leek.

7.3 The following circulation material was made available to members:

· NALC – Direct Information Service Issue No. 707. 

· Campaign to Protect Rural England – Annual Report 2009

 Rural Public Transport Room for Improvement.

· Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Archive Service – ‘Time 2 Time’ Spring Issue.

· Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – Peak District Walking Festival 2009.

· Leek Arts Festival Programme. 

Council agreed to order only one copy of the Local Council Review instead of one for each Councillor. 

8.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

8.1
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – subject: Supplementary Planning Document on Design. 

It was noted that the above guide is currently being produced which will help developers to understand the Council’s expectations for new development and to guide the Council in making decisions on planning applications.   The views of Council on the proposed design guidance would be welcomed. 

RESOLVED: 

· For the clerk to complete the questionnaire highlighting specific        developments which Council felt were of poor design and not in keeping with surrounding area:

· Cameron development, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – insufficient parking spaces. 

· Three storey houses, opposite The Black Cock, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – should have been restricted to two storey to align with roofs of adjacent properties.

· New build 01274/FUL, Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge, which is of very modern design and will not be in keeping with area. 

· New build adjacent to Blythe Bridge Post Office – planning reference 00952/FUL which is very close to the Millstream necessitating structural work to protect the Millstream bank from collapsing.   This problem was obviously unforeseen by the District Council planning department and Environment Agency and has caused the builder to cease work leaving the site untidy. 
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· New build, junction of Bridgwood Road/Cheadle Road, Forsbrook – construction of house in small garden plot, which is surrounded by bungalows and is visually obtrusive.

· Moorlands Housing development, Cheadle Road, Forsbrook – visually of poor design. 

8.2
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Bridleway 0.1647.

It was noted that the repairs to the three stiles on the above bridleway have now been carried out. 

8.3
Staffordshire County Council – subject:   Bollards in Forsbrook Square. 

It was noted that the erection of bollards has been placed on hold because of the proposed pedestrian facilities/road alterations in Forsbrook Square.   The clerk said that she had emailed Staffordshire County Council officer Mary Anne Rafferty requesting an update on the proposed road alterations to Forsbrook Square. 

8.5
Balfour Beatty Infrastructure Services – subject:   Essential Maintenance Works on A50. 

To receive notice of proposed closures of the A50 Uttoxeter/Blythe Bridge Bypass –  Westbound exit Slip Road to the A522 junction overnight on 17th June 2009 22.00 to 18th June 2009 05.00.  

It was also noted that work to replace the noise barriers on the Blythe Bridge by-pass will be commencing on 22nd June and is expected to take 12 weeks during which time the road will remain open. 

8.6 To receive and note general correspondence and to agree action as required. 

General:







From:






Subject:

 
Playdale Playgrounds Limited
Revised Quotation and design.

SMDC
Local Development Framework – Core Strategy advising that the District Council will ensure that the Parish Council is involved in further work which will take place in due course in respect of any review of the Development Brief for the Blythe Vale Premium Business Park and also on the Site Allocations Development Plan Document which will be identifying housing sites in Blythe Bridge and the Transportation Study for Cheadle. 

Blythe Park Power Limited
Environment Impact Study (copy emailed to all members with internet facilities prior to the meeting).


Details of the proposal are appended to the minutes and further information can be found at www.blytheparkpower.co.uk .   Whilst the proposed site is adjacent to the old Blythe Colours site it would be in a green field location and Councillors considered that it would be visually obtrusive.   Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker said that the Blythe Colours site was already contaminated.  
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The clerk reported that Draycott Parish Council were having their Council meeting this evening and would probably be arranging a public meeting. 
Emails:  To/From

SCC (Clarence)
Blocked drains – Caverswall Road.


Blocked drains – Stallington Road.


Missed grass cutting – Stallington Road. 


Missed grass cutting – Chapel Street/Beverley Crescent.


Missed grass cutting – Cheadle Road. 


Damaged Road traffic sign – Caverswall Old Road.

                        SCC 
Missed grass cutting in front of the Egerton Centre.

                        SCC
Financial reimbursement – Playbuilder scheme.

                        SCC
Area Survey and Forsbrook pedestrian facilities.

SMDC
Links for meetings. 

SMDC
Damaged Caverswall Old Road street sign. 

SMDC
Advising of Parish Plan survey update.

SMDC
Playbuilder funding success. 

SMCVS
Request for Parish Plan survey update.

Faye Lambert 

(Community Rail Partnership) 
Photographs showing debris left at station by Railtrack.

Clive Palmer, 

Staffordshire Probation Services
Prospective Community Payback project at Blythe Bridge Railway Station. 

PC Neil Lawton
Anti Social behaviour Cash Heath.


Security issues with regard to The Smithfield Hotel. 


Graffiti on the A50 underpass in Stallington Road. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch
Details of police incidents in the Area.   Copies emailed to members who have internet facilities. 

NALC
2009 Annual Conference and Exhibition. 

All members of the 

Traffic Working Group
Details of traffic flow survey undertaken by the County Council on 27th January 2009. 

SPCA
Details of various Training Courses.


St. George’s Day celebrations in the Parish. 


New web site domain name. 


Link to website on commons registration which has been set up by the Joseph Rowntree foundation. 


Details of NALC info on mileage allowances. 


Weekly Update. 


Lottery funding details to inspire UK Rural Revival.

SLCC




Advising of the sad death of Charles Arnold-Baker.

Network Rail
Confirmation that they will be removing the damaged barrier from alongside the railway line.

9. PLANNING.

9.1     
Planning Application: 

00493/FUL – 59 Portland Drive, Forsbrook – single storey side and rear extension with replacement pitched roof to porch.

00521/FUL – Stansmore, 30 Green Lane, Blythe Bridge – two/single storey side and two storey rear extensions. 
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00586/FUL – Roshni, 19 Cheadle Road, Forsbrook – replacement kitchen extension and external staircase. 

RESOLVED: 

· To respond as follows: 

00493/FUL – no objections providing the scale and design is in keeping with surrounding properties and the extension does not compromise the privacy of adjacent neighbours. 

00521/FUL – to refer to the same reasons why the previous planning applications were refused – scale, design and appearance and to point out that as far as Council is aware this present application does not vary with regard to the building extension other than the conservatory has been omitted. 

00586/FUL – to raise no concerns with regard to the replacement brick structure which it was noted is slightly less in size than the present wooden building but to point out that the location is within a flood zone area and there does not appear to be any flood risk assessment provided by the applicant.   To also register concern regarding the scale and design of the proposed outside staircase. 

9.2       Planning Approvals:  

There were no planning approvals to note. 

9.3       Planning Refusal: 

00241/CL-EXG – 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge – certificate of lawfulness. 

9.4       To note and deal with other planning matters. 

Stychland Stud, Tater Lane, Forsbrook. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton reported that Council has not received a response from the Planning Department regarding the up-to-date position on development at the above. She proposed writing to Chief Executive Simon Baker or Mark Trillo.     Councillor Mrs. S. M. Edwards said she would raise this with the Planning Committee and report back. 

10. CEMETERY: 

10.1 Cemetery Report.

Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee said she had no matters to report. 

10.2 Cemetery Issues. 

Councillor S. P. Fox asked for clarification on the procedure for burial plot re-openings as one resident had been extremely upset when visiting the Cemetery to find that the soil from the adjacent reopened plot had been left on her husband’s grave.   The clerk explained that unfortunately this was unavoidable when dealing with re-openings and in this particular case because there was a query regarding whether the burial plot was for two coffins, precautions were taken to open the grave prior to the day of the funeral. 

Page 181

Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier reported that she has now planted a tree to replace  two that had had to be felled because of disease and at the time of doing this had been approached by a gentleman visiting his wife’s grave who said he intended planting an oak tree in memory of his wife and she said she had explained to him that an official request to do this must be made to Council. 

11. ENVIRONMENT:


11.1 Environment Report. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton gave the following report: 

Football facilities.

A junior football team has requested the use of the football pitch and changing rooms.   The team will be affiliated to Blythe Bridge Senior Football team.    The normal fee of £375 has been quoted and they have asked in they can pay a third by the end of June, a third by the end of September and the balance by the end of December 2009.     Council agreed to the payment terms. 

Blythe Bridge Senior Football Team has confirmed that they wish to use the facilities for next season but Council has not yet heard from the Veteran team. 

It was agreed to convene an Environment meeting for Tuesday 23rd June 2009 at 7.30 at the Changing Rooms and to invite representatives from the three football teams. 



Playbuilder Scheme

The closing date for receipt of the name and logo competition is 30th June 2009 and the response so far from Blythe Bridge High School has been tremendous. (Minutes page 170 – agenda item 14.2 refers).   Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton, Councillor Mrs. P. Shufflebotham, Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier, Councillor Rev. B. L. Whittaker and Councillor A. W. Wilson volunteered to be on the judging panel. 

As the County Council need at least six weeks notice of the official opening so that guests can be invited Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton proposed Wednesday 16th September 2009.   Agreed. 

Anti Social Behaviour. 

Chairman Councillor Mrs. G. Burton proposed writing to Inspector Mark Rigby regarding an update on the police enquiries regarding the damage recently caused to the play equipment and also ongoing problems with youths causing problems throughout the Parish.    She particularly referred to an incident of a group aged around 16 congregating in the centre of Blythe Bridge, hanging around in shop entrances, intimidating customers, trespassing and throwing broken bottles on to the William Amory School playground.   It was agreed to write to Inspector Mark Rigby to ask what policing arrangements were in place now that we have a full contingency of officers – two Police Officers and one PCSO.     Councillor Mrs. N. A. Stanier added that there seemed to be an increase in problems on the Recreation ground with parents dropping off youth and alcohol. 

Page 182

11.2 Environment Issues.

The following Environment Issues were raised and action, if any agreed. 

	Issue
	Action

	Footpath 12 – overgrown.
	Report to the Rights of Way Department at Staffordshire County Council.

	Footpath 12 from Mount Road to the Avenue.   Some residents have asked about a Gating Order because of anti social behaviour.
	Clerk to obtain relative information regarding the criteria for a gating order and keep on file. 

	Footpath from Forsbrook Cemetery to Forsbrook – overgrown.
	Report to ‘Clarence’. 

	Footpath, Brookgate, Forsbrook – weed growth.
	Report to ‘Clarence’. 

	Litter bins overflowing. 
	Monitor to ensure they are being regularly emptied. 

	Vehicles causing an obstruction, Beverley Drive, Forsbrook.
	To ask the Police for their support in dealing with parking problems throughout the Parish. 

To request the District Traffic Enforcement Officers to deal with vehicles parked in restricted areas. 

	Caverswall Road – potholes 
	To report again to ‘Clarence’. 

	Dog Fouling
	To note that a meeting has been convened with Officers from the District Council, the Chairman and Clerk on 8th July 2009 to discuss dog fouling issues. 


12.
FINANCE:
12.1 Bank balance.

It was noted that the bank balance as at 31st May 2009 was: 

	Community Direct Account
	36722.18

	14 Day Account
	42685.98

	Outstanding debits
	(581.00)

	Outstanding credits
	380.00

	Total
	79207.16


12.2 June 2009 Accounts.

The following cheques were submitted for approval: 
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	Cheque No.
	Supplier
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	401855
	Town and Country Services
	1119.00
	167.85
	1286.85

	401856
	Qstar (UK) Limited
	4000.00
	600.00
	4600.00

	401857
	Playdale Playgrounds Limited
	13545.50
	2031.83
	15577.33

	401858
	SMCVS
	250.00
	
	250.00

	401859
	Blythe Bridge & Forsbrook VH
	113.50
	
	113.50

	401860
	Christine J. Snape
	873.20
	
	873.20

	401861
	HM Revenue and Customs 
	828.76
	
	828.76

	Standing Order
	
	38.09
	1.91
	40.00

	Standing Order
	
	111.35
	16.71
	128.06

	Total
	
	20879.40
	2818.30
	23697.70




RESOLVED: 

· To approve payment of June 2009 Accounts.

13. ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009.
13.1
Copies of the following financial documents were distributed to all members with the agenda: 

· Annual Return for period ending 31st March 2009. 

· Accounts for period ending 31st March 2009. 

· Payments due as at 31st March 2009. 

· Statement of significant variances and bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2009. 

· Fixed asset register for period ending 31st March 2009. 

· Parish Council Internal Audit Control. 

· Income and Expenditure for period lst April 2008 to 31st March 2009. 

13.2      Internal Auditor. 

The following report from the internal auditor Mr. David Ingman was noted: 

“To the Chairman and Members of the Council. 

 I have completed the key tests recommended by the Audit Commission for the purpose of signing the Annual Return.   The Council’s internal controls in place are effective.   The records and accounts maintained are kept to a high standard and in good order.   There are no matter which need to be brought to the attention of the Council.”

13.3    Annual Return – Declaration Section 2 – Annual governance statement confirming that the requirements of the Parish Council have been met. 

                       RESOLVED: 

· To record a ‘Yes’ response to all the questions in section 2. 

13.3     Risk Assessment (as copy distributed to all Councillors).

           Members agreed that the Risk Assessment was being followed effectively.


          The meeting concluded at 8.55pm. 

Clerk to the Council








Chairman

