
 
 

 

Mr Ben Adams        
   Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills 
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FAO Mrs Dawn Plant – Forsbrook Parish Council  
By email: forsbrookparishcouncil@outlook.com 

 
 
My ref: BA/RF60   Your Ref:   14 September 2015 
 
 
Dear Mrs Plant 

 
Re: Moving Blythe Bridge Library towards a Community managed and community 

delivered library and the Mobile and Travelling Library Service consultation  

As you are aware, a decision was made by the county council’s Cabinet in February  that 
Blythe Bridge Library, along with 22 others across the county,  requires great community 
involvement/engagement to be more  responsive to people’s changing needs, and to be 
sustainable in the future. 

As a result, local community groups and organisations were invited to officially apply to 
manage and deliver these local libraries through a formal procurement process which 
opened on the 11 May and closed on Friday 31 July.  

We are delighted that today we have been able to offer the contract to manage and deliver 
Blythe Bridge Library to the Care and Fun Club.  

We completed a thorough and robust evaluation of the submissions. The evaluation panel 
included senior officers from the county council as well as independent representation. 

During the evaluation process, each submission was rated against the following key 
criteria - the extent of the capacity and capability of the organisations, their vision for the 
library and critically, that they could offer a flexible, financially sustainable and customer 
focused service that will provide real value to local people.  

 
The Care and Fun Club all also had to demonstrate their understanding of and 
commitment to the library offer. They had to evidence robust and sustainable governance 
and decision making frameworks and importantly demonstrate a track record of 
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community engagement and delivery – they have a particularly strong record of supporting 
volunteers.  

 
The Care and Fun Club is committed to and enthusiastic about encouraging more 
members of the wider community to be involved in the library and supporting people to 
connect, learn and enjoy all that a flexible library has to offer.  

 
The Care and Fun Club has been notified this morning of the decision, and we’ll be 
working with them over the coming weeks and months to support them to develop their 
plans and move towards signing contracts by the end of December.  We will of course 
ensure that you are informed and consulted as appropriate moving forward. 

 
We have also offered contracts to organisations for 10 other libraries across the county, 
we are hopeful that the first community managed and delivered libraries will be 
established from the New Year.  

 
You may also be aware that we have now completed the nine week public, partner and 
stakeholder consultation regarding proposed changes to the Staffordshire’s Mobile and 
Travelling Library Service.   

 
As you will remember, the aim of the proposals are to continue to provide a good mobile 
library service. Our emphasis is ensuring that we prioritise people who need it most and 
reflect the changing use of libraries and new technology. 
 
We are now in the process of analysing the results to gain an understanding of the impact 
our proposals may have on local communities, and to consider people’s ideas for 
alternatives.  

We will shortly prepare our final proposals, which will be considered by the Prosperous 
Staffordshire Select Committee and the county council’s Cabinet in October.  We will 
ensure that you are kept informed of all developments. 

More information is available at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/communitylibraries and 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries  

As always, if you have any queries whatsoever, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
directly or connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk  

 

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 

County Councillor Ben Adams 
Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills 
Staffordshire County Councillor for Perrycrofts, Tamworth 
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